Primary
Prevention
of Violence Against
Women and Girls
Violence Against Women and Girls in Scotland
Violence against women and girls (VAWG) is any act of gender-based violence that
causes or could cause physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women,
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including threats of harm or coercion, in public or private life .
Violence against women and girls is an intolerable injustice in Scotland, preventing our
society from being as safe, healthy and successful as it could be. Caused by gender
inequality, VAWG exists on a continuum that includes, but is not limited to, domestic
abuse, rape, sexual assault, stalking, online abuse and femicide. The vast majority of
VAWG is perpetrated by men and it remains a highly prevalent global problem 2 . It is
exacerbated by other forms of inequality and often remains hidden or unacknowledged.

1 in 3
women worldwide have been subjected to either physical and/or sexual intimate
3
partner violence or non-partner sexual violence in their lifetime

51%
of girls in the UK have experienced public sexual harassment since June 2020
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60,641
incidents of domestic abuse in Scotland in 2018-19

4 out of 5
had a female victim and male accused
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What does Zero Tolerance do?
Zero Tolerance is a Scottish charity working to end men’s violence against women by
promoting gender equality and challenging
attitudes that normalise violence. We raise
1
public and political awareness of the causes of VAWG and promote action on
prevention.
Our policy and campaign work focus on mainstreaming gender equality, specifically with
children and young people and in the media. We also work directly with key sectors,
organisations and individuals to develop skills, capacity and understanding for the
prevention of VAWG.

Primary Prevention
We must be ready to respond to violence against women and girls when it happens, but
we should also be working to prevent it from happening at all. Primary prevention of
VAWG stops violence before it starts by addressing its main driver – gender inequality.
It is a long-term strategy to prevent violence from ever happening by challenging the
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attitudes, values and structures that sustain it . Just as we seek to prevent a medical
epidemic through vaccination programmes and sanitation plans, we must seek to
prevent violence against women and girls by strengthening gender equality across
society.
Primary prevention is more important than ever. The COVID-19 pandemic and measures
to mitigate it will have short- and long-term consequences on gender inequality,
increasing the existing risk of violence against women and girls.
VAWG also carries significant economic costs, with both households and national
economies paying in terms of lost productivity and financial burdens on health and
justice services. From an economic standpoint, primary prevention is a more efficient
use of resources than dealing with the many serious, long-term consequences of
violence against women and girls.
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Championing Primary Prevention as a Member of
the Scottish Parliament
To build a Scotland where violence against women and girls is no longer tolerated,
we need your support.

What can you do now?
Support the continued implementation and evaluation of Equally Safe: Scotland’s
strategy to eradicate violence against women.
Promote primary prevention in your local authority by encouraging use of Zero
Tolerance’s Primary Prevention Guidance for Community Planning Partners.
Mitigate the heightened risk of VAWG caused by COVID-19 by encouraging use of
the COVID-19 Supplementary National Violence Against Women Guidance.
Advocate for a gender-responsive COVID-19 recovery that recognises and addresses
the gendered impacts of the pandemic.
Share and discuss the content of this briefing with your party colleagues.

What can you do throughout your term and beyond?
Speak publicly about the cause and consequences of VAWG.
Support policies, initiatives and legislation that will advance gender equality and
prevent VAWG.
Integrate attention to gender equality across all sectors.
Support Zero Tolerance and the wider gender equality sector in Scotland.
For more information or to ask any questions, get in touch with Zero Tolerance at
info@zerotolerance.org.uk We look forward to working with you!

Full version of this briefing and more information is available here: https://www.zerotolerance.org.uk/what-is-primary-prevention/
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