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Foreword
Welcome to the Write to End Violence Against Women Awards. We are delighted
to welcome such a talented array of writers to the Storytelling Centre tonight. It is
a fitting venue for us to honour those who are committed to rewriting the story we
too often hear about violence against women - one which forefronts and excuses
the perpetrator - to one which shines a light on gender inequality and ensures the
stories of victims and survivors are heard. It is encouraging to see that so many
journalists, editors, and bloggers are dedicated to challenging the narrative that
says violence against women is ever acceptable.
This year we are joining in the celebration of Year of Young People with a
dedicated category that showcases work of writers under 25 years old. Young
women continue to face many forms of violence – some are all too familiar to
older women, but there are also new and emerging technologies and spaces
reimagining inequality and violence. We are proud to honour some of the young
women writing about this.
Once again in 2018 there have been plenty of opportunities to cover violence
against women and gender inequality. But perhaps no single case has generated
as much media coverage as the testimony of Dr Christine Blasey Ford. In an
appalling, yet sadly unsurprising, turn of events, it showcased at large the
unstoppable force of a powerful man and the multiple barriers survivors face
when seeking to be heard. This one case demonstrated on a global stage the
myths and misconceptions prevalent in reporting and commenting on violence
against women. And these myths and misconceptions continue to be seen all
too frequently. As the number of women killed by their partner or ex-partner
continues to rise, we continue to see perpetrators being eulogised in narratives.
Reporting them as a “nice guy”, “shy man”, “amazing husband”, and pillars of the
community. Stories mourning their “ruined” careers or prospects.
During the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence we must look at
ways to galvanise action to eradicate violence against women once and for all.
We cannot do this without commitment from the media to report on gender-based
violence with care, sensitivity, and accuracy. Media that does this can enhance
awareness, sway public perception, and dispel harmful myths about violence
against women.
All the work shortlisted shows that it is possible to create insightful and well
written pieces that sensitively cover gender-based violence. At the awards
tonight, we want to celebrate the writers who are doing just that.
Rachel Adamson
Zero Tolerance
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PARTIES UNITE TO PRESSURE CROWN OFFICE OVER RISK OF ‘RETRAUMATISING’ RAPE SURVIVORS WITH NEW PROSECUTION POLICY
Caitlin Logan - CommonSpace
14 March 2018
MSPs to raise concerns in parliament over new prosecution guidance which could see warrants
issued for rape complainers reluctant to give evidence
Cross-Party parliamentarians have echoed the concerns of Rape Crisis Scotland after a policy
change, which would allow rape survivors to be compelled to give evidence in court or face a
warrant for their arrest, was introduced by the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service this
week.
The change in policy has been designed to ensure that as many rape cases as possible can
be prosecuted effectively in a bid to protect the public interest, but critics, including Rape Crisis
Scotland, say it has failed to consider the adverse impact on survivors if they are forced to testify
against their wishes.
SNP MP Alison Thewliss told CommonSpace that she would be urging the COPFS to respond
to Rape Crisis Scotland’s concerns in a “timely fashion”. She said: “This development with respect
to new prosecution service guidance for rape cases is very worrying indeed.
“We already know that the court process is extremely difficult for those who have experienced
rape, and is one of the main reasons for cases being withdrawn. Complainants have justifiably
objected in the past about the anxiety and stress brought about by elongated court processes,
and having to re-live past traumas.
“What rape survivors need is comprehensive and meaningful support. Legal demands compelling
individuals to give what can be very difficult evidence in the circumstances is at the very least
unhelpful, but may ultimately degrade the quality of evidence, and reduce the number of
complainants who feel comfortable coming forward at all.”
Criticisms have been raised over the low conviction rates in rape cases, and the low number
of reported incidents which are prosecuted –an issue which the COPFS is seeking to address
through these changes.
However, in an open letter to the COPFS published on Monday, Rape Crisis Scotland said the
policy change risked re-traumatising victims and potentially violating their human rights.
Speaking to CommonSpace, former Scottish Labour leader Kezia Dugdale MSP said that she
was also urging the COPFS to “listen closely” Rape Crisis Scotland and other organisations on
the issue.
She said: “Far too many victims of sexual violence do not get the justice they deserve, and there
is clearly a lot of work to do to improve that and ensure rapists are prosecuted.

“Survivors of rape have already been through enough trauma,
without having to face the further prospect of a warrant being
issued for their arrest.” Scottish Labour MSP Monica Lennon
“But I would be deeply concerned if some complainers are compelled to give evidence. This risks
causing considerable distress for vulnerable women, who may feel they can no longer cope with
the intense pressure of dealing with the justice system.
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“The approach could have major negative consequences, with some victims deciding to falsely
claim that they made up their report.”
Scottish Labour equalities spokesperson Monica Lennon MSP echoed the calls to the Crown
Office to take the concerns on board and “make any necessary changes”, and said the policy
could risk “having the opposite effect of encouraging women to report rape and sexual assault”.
She added: “Survivors of rape have already been through enough trauma, without having to face
the further prospect of a warrant being issued for their arrest if they are unable or unwilling to give
evidence in court.”
Scottish Labour MSP Claire Baker has also called for the policy to be reconsidered, and advised
CommonSpace that she would be raising the issue in parliament and writing to justice minister
Michael Matheson.
She said: “I’m very supportive of the comments made by Rape Crisis Scotland, and I’m concerned
that the Crown Office has pushed ahead with this policy in spite of the concerns they have raised
about the traumatic impact to victims of going through the court system.
“This week I’ll be putting in a request for a question at FMQs to see what the first minister’s
response is to the comments from Rape Crisis Scotland, and the concern that victims could be
kept in cells overnight.
“While Rape Crisis has looked at specific concerns about this policy, they also raise issues about
why victims do decide to do that [not give evidence], for example, court being delayed, being
called the night before to be told a hearing has been cancelled.”
Baker suggested that this could be linked to budget cuts affecting the courts, an issue which has
been raised by court staff. “The court system is not working as efficiently as it could, and rape
victims are experiencing the negative impacts of that,” she said.
John Finnie MSP, justice spokesperson for the Scottish Greens, told CommonSpace that the
change in approach should be “halted” in light of the concerns, despite the apparent best intentions
behind it.
He said: “Whilst the ‘public interest’ and the interest of the complainer should be one and the
same, the reality of prosecuting sexual crimes is different. There is a fine balance to be achieved
which I fear this change in policy fails to recognise.
“Women rightly feel that the criminal justice system re-victimises them and I agree with Rape
Crisis Scotland that more needs to be done to understand why women, initially prepared to give
testimony, then consider withdrawing.

“I fear this perceived coercion, however well-meaning, will have
the opposite effect.” Scottish Green MSP John Finnie
“We all want to see more successful prosecutions and I fear this perceived coercion, however
well-meaning, will have the opposite effect.
“I hope that the Crown Office and the third sector support agencies will continue to work together
to encourage more victims to come forward and to secure more convictions, meantime halting this
changed approach.”
Responding to the criticisms raised by Rape Crisis Scotland, a spokesperson for the Crown
Office said the changes had been the “subject of consultation with stakeholder organisations” and
stressed that the change was made in light of prosecutors’ duty to act in the public interest at all
times.
The spokesperson added: “Where they can do so, prosecutors have a responsibility to hold
4

the perpetrators of serious sexual offences to account, and to seek to protect the public from
dangerous offenders.
“In sexual offence cases, the attitude of the complainer will always be a very significant factor
in making decisions on prosecution and may often justify not proceeding further with the case.
However, circumstances vary greatly and it would not be appropriate to lay down a rule that
proceedings can never be taken if the complainer is reluctant.
“The new guidance will make sure that if the complainer is reluctant, the reasons for this will be
fully explored and all reasonable steps taken to re-engage the complainer before a decision is
taken about the case.”
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“MALICIOUS MISINFORMATION” ON GENDER RECOGNITION IS IMPACTING
ON TRANS YOUNG PEOPLE, SAYS CHARITY
Caitlin Logan - CommonSpace
5 February 2018

Campaigners for gender self-declaration say there are major misconceptions over the proposals
National charities LGBT Youth Scotland and Scottish Trans Alliance, along with the national youth
commission on gender recognition, say that the proposed changes to the Gender Recognition Act
could be vital for young people, but that misconceptions are impairing the debate.
Speaking to CommonSpace, Policy and Research Manager at LGBT Youth Scotland Brandi Lee
Lough Dennell said she had concerns that “malicious misinformation” which was apparent in
some media coverage or online discussion of the issue could have a negative impact on trans
young people.
“When young people see negative depictions seemingly picked up by family, employers, MSPs,
whoever, even if it’s one person shouting loudly and it’s not challenged, this has an impact,” she
said.
The Scottish Government is consulting on legal changes which would allow trans people to
change the gender on their birth certificate by self-declaring their gender without a psychiatric
diagnosis, allow people to change their birth certificate to a ‘non-binary’ gender, and reduce the
age at which a birth certificate can be changed from 18 to 16, or younger with the consent of a
parent or guardian.
LGBT Youth Scotland has been gathering the views of young people through the LGBT Youth
Commission on Gender Recognition, which was established last year as a national youth
participation project, and through consultation across its youth groups and online.
One member of the youth commission, Cameron Goymer, told CommonSpace why he supports
the changes: “There are three main asks in the campaign, which are about self-determination,
non binary identity, and people under 18.
“At the time of the consultation launch I was 17, so that was a key aspect for me, but even now
that I’m 18 I have to give evidence to a panel for two years before I can get a gender recognition
certificate.”
Goymer said that there was inconsistency in the requirements to change different personal
documents. “Other documents such as passports, driver’s licences and medical records are on a
self-declaration process - so some are and some aren’t,” he said.

“Young trans people are entitled to the same human rights as
adults.” James Morton, Scottish Trans Alliance
James Morton, manager of the Scottish Trans Alliance told CommonSpace that the organisation
supports the age reduction as a matter of human rights.
“The European Court of Human Rights ruled that changing the gender on a trans person’s birth
certificate is necessary in order to uphold their human right to privacy about their gender history,”
he said.
Morton added: “Young trans people are entitled to the same human rights as adults so having your
old details revealed against your wishes by an unchanged birth certificate is just as unacceptable
whether you are thirteen or thirty.”
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Lough Dennell said that a key point being raised with LGBT Youth Scotland by young people who
want the age lowered to 16 was that they could be married and have a job at that age, but that
they are “not able to do so with their gender legally recognised”.
“Young people will have been out and living in their true gender for many years before they’re 18
and therefore old enough to apply,” she added.
However, she said, the circulation of misinformation on the issue may be causing confusion over
what the legal changes would mean, which she said could be “damaging to public perceptions
and understanding”.
Lough Dennell said that the organisation’s new report, which found that 100 per cent of trans
young people reported experiencing mental health problems such as depression and anxiety and
that 82 per cent had been bullied in school, made clear that more positive representation and
inclusion of trans young people is needed.
Goymer said that he had also been concerned by some of the framing of the issue and that he
had firsthand experience of this.
“I was part of the consultation launch and from that I ended up in a newspaper article which
said the consultation was part of state sponsored child abuse,” he said. “I don’t really like being
associated with that.”

“Any changes to the Gender Recognition Act are not going to
change how people are already identifying.” Brandi Lee Lough
Dennell, LGBT Youth Scotland
Negative and “tabloidy” press around trans people is so common, he said, that he now feels “used
to it”.
One of the most common misconceptions, Goymer said, was that the proposed legal changes are
directly linked to medical transition. “People assume that to be legally seen as a gender different
than the one assigned at birth, you must’ve undergone some sort of medical treatment to change,”
he said.
“In reality the only requirements to obtain a gender recognition certificate are that you are over 18,
diagnosed and have well documented gender dysphoria alongside evidence of living full time for
two years, and two medical reports - one from a specialist.”
The reforms to the Gender Recognition Act, he explained, would not change the current provision
of medical transitions for under 18s: “In both Scotland and the UK, the only medical intervention
a young person under the age of 16 is hormone blockers.
“At the age of 16 someone can go onto hormone replacement therapy and at 18 undergo any
surgery.
“Although not much is known about the long term effects of hormone blockers, the effects are
reversible, and some of the effects of hormone therapy are also reversible,” he said.
Lough Dennell also emphasised that this was an area around which misunderstanding had
developed, and noted that the Gender Recognition Act “has nothing to do with surgery” and that
the age at which any medical intervention is available would not change.
“Any changes to the Gender Recognition Act are not going to change how people are already
identifying”, she added.
James Morton elaborated: “A young person’s birth certificate would only be changed after they’d
already changed their name, pronouns and gender in daily life and on their school records.
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“Therefore, it would not affect the timing or likelihood of a young person transitioning. It is purely
a fully-reversible change to text on a piece of paperwork.”
Goymer said he felt that “one-sided” information in relation to the reforms had led to confusion on
this and other issues which will not be affected by the legislation. Another example he gave was
the idea that the changes would “put women and women’s spaces at risk”.
On the contrary, he said: “Almost all women’s charities in Scotland have come out to support
changes to Gender Recognition Act and support self-identification for their services. It’s not about
taking one privilege away from another person.”
Lough Dennell reiterated that “women only services have been operating on the basis of self
declaration for years”, and that while gender reassignment is a protected characteristic under the
Equality Act, the Gender Recognition Act does not affect this.
She further emphasised that their experience as an LGBT organisation working with the gender
based violence sector had been very positive, to the point that LGBT Youth Scotland has updated
its own guidance to keep up with the practice of these organisations.
Lough Dennell added that the organisation has a strong focus on working to end gender based
violence as well as LGBT discrimination and inequality, for the exact reason that it sees these
issues as interlinked. “At the root of it, gender inequality, transphobia, homophobia and biphobia
are all rooted in sexism,” she said.
“Gender roles are restricted to boxes which people must stick to, and if they don’t they will face
discrimination, prejudice or gender based violence.”
The reforms to the Gender Recognition Act, she said, by allowing non-binary gender recognition
and self-declaration, would represent one step towards moving beyond this.
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STUDENTS FEAR ‘ACADEMIC CONSEQUENCES’ IF THEY REPORT SEX
ATTACKS ON CAMPUS
Peter Swindon - The Herald
15 April 2018
Students who have been sexually harassed are afraid of reporting incidents to Scotland’s colleges
and universities because there could be “academic consequences”, according to charity Zero
Tolerance, which campaigns for an end to violence against women.
Statistics obtained by the Sunday Herald under Freedom of Information laws show fewer than
50 incidents of sexual misconduct were recorded by colleges and universities in each of the last
three years, a figure which indicates underreporting, according to the National Union of Students
(NUS).
Both Zero Tolerance and the NUS have called on colleges and universities to ensure students can
report sexual misconduct on campus without fear of reprisals.
Research by the National Union of Students carried out in 2014 estimates that one in four
students had received unwelcome sexual advances. And a new study released last week found
that sexual misconduct by university staff is rife. A survey of almost 2,000 students found four in
10 had experienced unwelcome advances and assault by staff, including sexualised comments,
inappropriate touching and rape.
However, research by the Sunday Herald found that just 134 incidents were reported to colleges
and universities in the last three years. Of Scotland’s 19 universities, 12 responded to an FoI
request. They dealt with 105 complaints, the majority against students. Of Scotland’s 20 colleges,
12 responded. They handled just 29 complaints. Some institutions recorded no incidents of sexual
misconduct in three years.
Laura Tomson, co-director of Zero Tolerance, said: “These latest figures are deeply concerning,
especially when we consider that they most likely do not represent the full scale of the issue.
Many students, disproportionately female, may not report sexual misconduct for fear of academic
consequences – this could be loss of access to teaching, references or resources.
“Universities and colleges must ensure that allegations of misconduct are treated with the severity
they deserve, as well as putting in place robust policies and mechanisms that allow students to
report sexual harassment without fear of reprisal.”
NUS report Power In The Academy, which revealed that four in 10 students were targeted by
staff, also found that just 10 per cent of students reported the incidents. The study warned that
the sector is “not currently a safe environment”, with many students facing “sexualised touching,
comments or even threats from staff”.
The union’s 2014 survey of 2,000 students found that one in four were victims of inappropriate
touching and groping. More than a third of female students said they had faced unwelcome sexual
advances. And 60 per cent of respondents said they were not aware of any codes of conduct
which dealt with sexually inappropriate behaviour.
NUS Scotland women’s officer Shuwanna Aaron said: “Institutions need to do more to tackle
sexual misconduct, creating zero tolerance cultures on campuses, and educating on issues like
consent and bystander intervention.”
When asked why very few incidents are reported to colleges and universities, Aaron said: “Official
figures fail to capture the full picture for a number of reasons. Students can be unsure of where
to report or can lack confidence that their reports will be handled appropriately. Equally, some
students will have reservations around reporting because of the shameful victim blaming culture
which exists in society.
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“Institutions must take action to break down these barriers that prevent students coming forward.
That doesn’t just mean well-signposted reporting procedures, but also implementing effective
pathways for investigative and disciplinary actions.
“Students coming forward need to have access to specialist support from the moment they make
a report, throughout any investigation and disciplinary procedures, and beyond.”
A pilot project at the University of Strathclyde is developing a “toolkit” to challenge gender-based
violence at campuses in Scotland.
Researchers are also carrying out a survey which aims to “better understand the prevalence of
sexual harassment and violence,” according to Annie McLaughlin, gender equality officer at the
university.
She said: “Historically, there has been a lack of comprehensive data on the numbers of students
affected by sexual violence and harassment. Evidence has been limited to surveys such as those
carried out by NUS.
“Gender-based violence and harassment is an issue affecting the whole of society, university
students and staff are therefore likely to experience it at similar rates to the general population.
One in 10 women in Scotland has experienced rape and one in five women in Scotland has had
someone try to make them have sex against their will.
“The Equally Safe in Higher Education project at the University of Strathclyde is generating new
data on attitudes to and the extent of gender-based violence within Scottish higher education
institutions and developing a toolkit to help prevent and challenge it across Scotland’s university
campuses. This includes looking at centralised systems within universities for collating and
recording data on sexual misconduct.”
Alastair Sim, director of Universities Scotland, said Scotland’s higher education institutions
“recognise their responsibilities to provide a safe and respectful environment”. Sim said there has
been “a significant scaling-up of institutions’ responses” over the last year.
“There is a collective determination to work on prevention and intervention,” he added. “Our priority
is to ensure that victims have the confidence to come forward to make a disclosure knowing they
will be believed and that they will receive the appropriate support. As we work towards achieving
that it is inevitable that the number of reported incidences of misconduct will grow. This means
more victims are seeking support and will allow universities to get a proper sense of the scale of
the problem, in order to put the right level of resources in place.”
Shona Struthers, Colleges Scotland’s chief executive, said colleges have detailed policies and
procedures in place to deal with allegations of sexual misconduct or harassment involving students
or members of staff.
She added: “On the issue of possible underreporting of sexual harassment and offences, this
may be reflective of a wider societal concern that some victims are reluctant to come forward,
so we would encourage colleges to continually review their policies to ensure the best possible
support mechanisms are in place to help imbue a safe environment for everybody and remove
any barriers to victims reporting incidents.”
A spokesman for the University and College Union, which represents staff, said the union backs
moves to “ensure gender-based violence is taken seriously and addressed whenever it occurs”.
“It’s important that anyone reporting allegations receive an appropriate response from the individual
and institution they first speak to,” added the spokesman.
A spokeswoman for the Educational Institute of Scotland, which also represents staff, said: “While
we cannot comment on the detail of any specific case, clearly it is essential that all institutions do
all that they can to provide a safe and secure environment for students and staff. Any cases of
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alleged sexual misconduct must be treated both extremely seriously and with great sensitivity.”

Students break their silence over sexual abuse on campus
‘I was sexually assaulted and naked pictures were shared in
group chats’
Rhiannon Spear was a Creative and Cultural Studies student at the University of Glasgow from
2008 until 2012. The 27-year-old, who is now an SNP councillor in Glasgow and a law student,
has spoken for the first time about her experiences.
“My experience of university was that rape culture was commonplace and male sexual aggression
was normalised. I’ve spent a lot of time thinking about it since, trying to come to terms with that
environment, and it has been a long process. I was sexually assaulted. I had naked pictures taken
of me while I slept which were shared in group chats. That was common for girls, and people don’t
realise how common it is.
“Hyper heteronormative shows of masculinity by young men in their late teens and early 20s
fuelled by lots of alcohol and a need to perform in front of friends. Groping hands, pulling off
clothes and men exposing themselves to you on the dance floor in the union were all part of a
night out.
“Then there were the darker things that happened behind closed doors which were definitely
not consensual that I am only now coming to terms with. At one event a guy dragged me into a
cupboard, exposed himself to me and demanded I had sex with him. I remember saying that I
didn’t want to touch him, and I wanted to get out. I did get out and I wanted to report it at the time,
but I knew there was no point. Then there was waking up to a guy having sex with me, I was sick
as soon as I realised what was happening. I am only now able to call that what it really was.
“The most shocking thing for me is not my experience but that I believed this to be normal. Although
coming to terms with my experience has been long, the Me Too and Time’s Up campaigns have
made it easier to talk about. It’s confronting women and allowing them to talk about things that
they have been taught by society for decades to suppress. It’s slowly creating a redistribution
of power and a national debate about consent. I think this conversation needs to be a part of
education that allow for a better understanding of consent and sexual relations at a young age.
Universities and colleges are a perfect place to start.”
A spokesman for the University of Glasgow said: “The case study that has been used is from several
years ago and does not make clear if help was sought from the university at the time. Our student
unions have worked hard over the past few years to ensure that abusive and unwarranted sexual
behaviour is seen to be wholly unacceptable, and in providing the means to report any incidents
that have caused distress or harm. We would again stress that any student who has suffered
sexual abuse should seek support. All allegations are treated seriously, and in confidence.”

‘I was pursued by a predatory professor twice my age after a
break up’
One woman, who is in her late 20s, has spoken to the Sunday Herald about her experiences with
a senior academic on the condition that her name and the name of the institution is not revealed.
“I approached a senior academic to find about more about doing a PhD. We met for a coffee and
it was very professional. We just talked about potential PHDs, projects and available funding.
About six weeks later he started contacting me on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter using private
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messaging. I had posted about how I felt heartbroken about splitting up with my partner. He
exploited that and began talking to me about his break up and how it made him feel. I thought it
was odd, he was almost twice my age, but I also thought that it was nice to talk to someone who
appeared to understand the sadness I was going through.
“He would also pick up on things I said publicly on social media, but continued to do so on private
messages. It could be as simple as saying he liked the same book. But then he would say the
characters were like us. From there, it turned into an intense online friendship. I was vulnerable
and heartbroken at the time, and he exploited that. I agreed to meet again, just for a coffee. A
couple of coffees turned into a date. The messages kept coming on social media. We ended up
dating for a few months.
“After we broke up another woman who was also a in the early stages of academia told me he did
the same thing with her. He contacted her at a time when she was vulnerable. She told me there
are other people out there like us, with the same pattern of online conversation, innocent coffee
and sexual relationships.
“The problem in academia doesn’t seem to be an overt thing, like sexual touching during office
hours or official supervisory meetings. It’s the blurring of boundaries and using online tools to
exploit people mentally and emotionally, leading them to sexual relationships. The early academic
process is a lonely and vulnerable place and senior academics can prey on people in this position.
“In hindsight I think he saw my posts and I was groomed into a sexual relationship. It’s frustrating
that I feel I can’t even speak publicly about this, because he is a senior academic with a platform
and the protection of his powerful position. I’m mentally gaslighting myself and feel that it’s my
fault for not knowing where the boundaries were.”

‘I was exploited by my PhD supervisor and had nowhere to turn’
A post-doctoral student has spoken to the Sunday Herald on the condition that she is not named.
“I think the biggest thing is that there is no obvious route to complain when things happen. Power
structures favour the perpetrator and often when somebody speaks out, there is limited solidarity.
I had issues with my PhD supervisor exploiting me and when I complained they blamed my mental
health. This experience makes me think that people just don’t report things because they see what
happens to people who stand up to it. So, to me it’s no surprise people don’t make complaints.
“There is a power imbalance and I’ve seen it in colleges and universities – male lecturers pursuing
female students, sometimes by contacting them on social media. Students have to put themselves
out there and there are often coffees off campus with people in promoted posts, or professors.
These people have got power, privilege and influence and they are often tasked with getting
funding and writing grant applications which are the difference between you getting a teaching job
or not.
“I believe that’s why people don’t put complaints in. I know of people who have complained and
then they disappear from academia. Importantly, it isn’t just the cliché of the creepy professor,
perving over the students, it is the power games that are played out and the system favours it.”
Rector and lawyer Aamer Anwar calls on institutions to publish sexual misconduct figures
University of Glasgow rector Aamer Anwar has called for an overhaul of the institution’s sexual
misconduct reporting procedures after a Freedom of Information request revealed there were only
19 complaints in 10 years.
The human rights lawyer said the figure is a “gross underestimate” of the scale of the problem of
sexual violence on campus and said all universities must publish figures which show the number
of incidents.
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Anwar said he has been contacted by students and staff about sexual harassment at the University of
Glasgow. He previously exposed a catalogue of sexual harassment in the Scottish Parliament after
victims reached out to him.
Anwar said: “Following my involvement in the expose of sexual harassment at the Scottish
Parliament, I have become increasingly alarmed by the number of students and staff who have
told me of sexual harassment at Glasgow University. Whilst the vast majority of the complainers
lacked confidence to report incidents, those who did felt let down and further abused.
“It is clear that 19 incidents in 10 years in a university with more than 26,000 students and 7,000
staff is a gross underestimate of sexual violence on campus. The deep-rooted problem is that the
vast majority of students still do not know what to do if they are sexually assaulted or harassed, but
neither do many of the staff. How many more victims of sexual violence have to suffer in silence?
“The university and student groups have been working hard to resolve the issue, but it’s hit or miss.
I think it’s time for radical solutions. Anonymous reporting needs to be introduced immediately and
if universities had a legal duty to record and publish statistics on sexual harassment and violence
then I suspect that would shake them out of their complacency. The last thing they would want to
be is at the bottom of such a league table.”
He added: “Of course the bland response from universities will be ‘we takes all issues of any kind
of harassment or abuse seriously and the wellbeing of students is extremely important, and we
have robust reporting procedures in place’. Well I’m sorry, your policies are a failure and it’s time
for a radical rethink.”
A University of Glasgow spokesman said a “detailed action plan” will tackle gender-based violence
and “very significant efforts” have been made to prevent and eradicate sexual harassment.
He said students can “raise issues with their academic advisers, with specially trained Respect
Advisers, or with the Students’ Representative Council.
The spokesman also raised the fact that Anwar did not attend a discussion about the issue on
April 11. The spokesman added: “Since Anwar’s election as rector a year ago, we have repeatedly
asked him to produce evidence of specific cases of sexual harassment. To date, he has not
brought forward a single case. If Anwar has evidence that any form of abuse or assault has taken
place, he must pass this on either to the university or to the police.”
Fewer than 50 complaints a year recorded by Scotland’s colleges and universities
The Sunday Herald asked Scotland’s colleges and universities how many complaints of
inappropriate sexual misconduct and/or harassment were made in each of the last three years.
We also asked for details of the allegations and if there was an investigation, if the matter was
referred to police and what sanctions were taken against the perpetrator.
Fourteen of Scotland’s 19 universities responded. Twelve of Scotland’s 20 colleges responded.
There were just 134 complaints in three years, despite surveys which indicate there is a much
bigger problem of sexual misconduct on campuses.
UNIVERSITIES
University of Edinburgh
Complaints: 23
In 2014/15 two students made two separate formal complaints of sexual harassment against
two members of staff. One was sacked and another left the university. In 2015/16 the university
received two allegations of harassment and three allegations of assault. The assault allegations
were by students against students. The harassment allegations were made by a student against
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a member of staff and, separately, by a member of staff against a colleague. In 2016/17 students
made twelve allegations of assault against other students. The university received a further three
complaints from students that a member of staff sexually harassed them and one complaint that a
member of staff harassed a colleague. The university said it “may, depending on the circumstances,
report allegations that a criminal offence has been committed to police” and they also “encourage
students who have been convicted of an alleged criminal offence to report it to the police”.
University of Glasgow
Complaints: 19
The university dealt with 12 incidents of sexual assault and seven of sexual harassment in ten
years. The university said the outcomes included “suspension, expulsion, fine, reprimand”. Four
cases are currently under investigation.
Edinburgh Napier University
Complaints: at least 12
Edinburgh Napier University did not disclose the number of complaints but said there were fewer
than five in each of the last three years. No further details were provided in order to prevent
identification of those involved. The university said some of the consequences for perpetrators
included a warning, additional training, and suspension.
University of Stirling
Complaints: 12
Six rape allegations against students were investigated by police in 2015/16 and one in 2014/15.
Two allegations of sexual assault were also probed in 2014/15. Two allegations of sexual
harassment by students were received in 2015/16 and a third sexual harassment allegation
against a member of staff is currently under investigation.
University of Dundee
Complaints: 9
The university investigated one sexual misconduct allegation in 2014/15, three in 2015/16 and
three in 2016/17, all against students. Two complaints against staff were investigated in 2016/17.
Separately, two allegations of rape in student residences were made during 2015/16, which were
investigated by police, and a former member of staff was the subject of criminal proceedings
during 2014/15.
Robert Gordon University
Complaints: at least 8
The university received fewer than five complaints in 2015/16 and fewer than five in 2016/17.
The exact number was not disclosed to prevent identification of those involved. There were no
complaints in 2014/15.
University of Abertay
Complaints: 5
The university recorded one allegation against a student in 2015/16. The student was expelled
then readmitted following an appeal. In this academic year three further complaints against
students were recorded. A sexual harassment complaint against a male member of staff by a
female colleague led the man’s dismissal.
University of Highlands and Islands
Complaints: 4
All related to incidents at the Inverness and Orkney campuses. Two complaints of sexual
14

misconduct by students against students were recorded and reported to police, one of assault
in 2015/16 and one of harassment in the current academic year. Both students were withdrawn.
The university also investigated inappropriate behaviour by a member of staff in 2016/17 and
they were given a formal warning and asked to apologise. A further complaint of “catcalling” in
the current academic year could not be investigated because the student could not identify the
perpetrators. Orkney campus would not disclose the number of incidents because it is “low” and
the “information would be unfair for the purpose of the first data protection principle”.
University of Aberdeen
Complaints: 3
In 2015/16 the University of Aberdeen recorded a complaint by a member of staff against another
member of staff and, separately, a student against a student. In the current academic year there
was also a complaint by a student against another student.
The University of Strathclyde
Complaints: 3
In 2015/16 there was one complaint by a student against a member of staff and one complaint
by a member of staff against another member of staff. In 2016/17 there was one complaint by a
student against another student.
Glasgow School of Art
Complaints: 2
A member of staff resigned in 2015 after a student made an allegation on sexual harassment and,
in 2016, a member of staff complained they were sexually assaulted by a colleague and a final
written warning was issued.
Glasgow Caledonian University
Complaints: 2
Glasgow Caledonian University recorded one complaint of sexual assault against a student
in 2016/17. The student was acquitted when the case came to court. A second allegation of
sexual harassment made by a student against another student in this academic year led to the
perpetrator’s expulsion after a hearing.
Heriot-Watt University
Complaints: 2
There were two allegations of sexual misconduct in three years. One allegation was made by
a member of staff against a colleague, the second allegation was made by a student against a
member of staff. Both were “formally investigated” but no further information was provided.
The University of the West of Scotland
Complaints: 1
In 2015/16 there was one complaint. No further information was provided about the complaint.
COLLEGES
North East Scotland College
Complaints: 8
The college recorded seven complaints against students, including three allegations of rape, two
of “inappropriate touching” and two complaints about inappropriate communications which were
15

of a sexual and threatening nature. All seven were referred to police. An eighth complaint by
student that a member of staff used inappropriate sexual language was dealt with using college
disciplinary procedures and the employee received a written warning.
West College Scotland
Complaints: 7
The college received six complaints of sexual misconduct and one of inappropriate behaviour in
the last three years. All seven incidents were against students and were referred to police. Two
individuals were charged, and one case was not proven when it reached court. Two incidents are
still under investigation by police and three others led to expulsion from the college.
Glasgow Clyde College
Complaints: 5
In the current academic year there were five cases of inappropriate sexual misconduct and/or
harassment between students. None of the cases were referred to police and the college conducted
investigations through the student disciplinary procedure, and students were disciplined. None
were expelled.
Fife College
Complaints: 4
In 2016 the college investigated an allegation that a member of staff was harassed by a colleague
but the complaint was not upheld. In 2017 two separate complaints about “inappropriate contact”
were made by students against students and both perpetrators received written warnings. An
investigation is also ongoing into inappropriate comments made by students against staff.
City of Glasgow College
Complaints: 3
City of Glasgow college received three complaints between 2015 and 2018. One complaint was
by a student against a member of staff, who was later dismissed. The college also received a
complaint from a member of staff against a student, who was subject to sanctions which the
college said prevented them “approaching certain areas of the college”. There was also “close
monitoring by senior staff”. There was one other complaint involving two members of staff which
resulted in no action as the allegation was in an anonymous report.
Forth Valley College
Complaints: 1
There was one incident where a female student accused a female member of staff of making
inappropriate comments to the student. A full investigation led to a final written warning being
issued to the member of staff. This matter was not reported to the police and the staff member
was not dismissed.
Dundee and Angus College
Complaints: 1
One student was expelled after the college received an allegation of sexual assault and the
incident was referred to police.
Edinburgh College
Complaints: undisclosed “due to the low numbers involved”.
South Lanarkshire College
Complaints: 0
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Depute Principal Angus Allan said: “There have been no such cases or allegations.”
Borders College
Complaints: 0
Vice Principal Peter D Smith said: “I can advise that Borders College has had no such cases.”
West Lothian College
Complaints: 0
Colin Miller, Head of External Engagement, said: “West Lothian College has a nil response to your
request.”
Newbattle Abbey College
Complaints: 0
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STUC YOUTH CONFERENCE DEMANDS INDEPENDENT INQUIRY INTO SEX
FOR RENT SCANDAL
David Thomson - CommonSpace
1 July 2018

Concerns have been raised at the STUC Youth Conference about how women have been exploited
by male landlords on websites for sexual favours.
THE STUC youth committee is calling on the Scottish Government to launch an independent
inquiry into the sex for rent scandal.
A motion was passed at the STUC youth annual conference in Clydebank also calling for a report
that will strengthen tenants’ rights and protect tenants from sexual violence.
The conference noted that some male landlords use websites, such as Craiglist, to advertise
rooms that are available to rent at a discounted rate or for free in exchange for sexual favours.  
Erin McAuley who moved the motion on behalf of Unite the union said: “Our proposal is pretty
clear that we are calling for an investigation.

“[They are concerns that] many women still do not know or they
may not understand the arrangement that they have gone into or
they may be too scared to speak out.” Erin McAuley
“We are calling for the Scottish Government to strengthen the links with Better than Zero, to
strengthen the links with the trade unions, to strengthen the links with housing charities because
many women still do not know or they may not understand the arrangement that they have gone
into or they may be too scared to speak out.”
Earlier this year, a report from Shelter found that more than 250,000 women across the UK have
had a landlord ask them for sex or sexual favours over the last five years.
Over the last 12 months, 140,000 female renters have been offered sex for rent.
The motion was supported by the Public and Communication Services Union (PCS) who said that
the ads are “sexual exploitation” of young people.

“The Scottish Government should already be looking into this.
This is sexual violence.” Rebecca Borland
Rebecca Borland spoke on behalf of the PCS union and said that these ads are “really disgusting”
and “predatory”, arguing that the ads are usually located near high population centres such as
universities and call centres.
Borland added: “The Scottish Government should already be looking into this. This is sexual
violence.
“These are adverts online for sexual exploitation.
“And here we are having to ask to be protected from this.”
McAuley discussed her personal experience after a landlord responded to her advertisement on
an online property website offering a reduction of rent in exchange for sexual favours.
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“But for some young women who are not part of our [union]
movement who does not have a wider education of how these
things are interconnected could easily be exploited.” Erin McAuley
McAuley said: “I was so appalled by the casualisation of these ads. It is a win-win situation
[for landlords]. I think for me being part of the trade union movement naturally gave me the
understanding that I was being exploited and all of these things are connected.
“But for some young women who are not part of our movement who do not have a wider education
of how these things are interconnected, they could easily be exploited.”
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: “We take this issue extremely seriously and are doing
all we can to help ensure people are protected from exploitation.
“Forcing someone, in any way, to participate in a sexual activity is a crime and we encourage
anyone at risk of coercion to seek advice or contact the police immediately.   
“The Scottish Government is committed to tackling all forms of violence, especially against
vulnerable groups. We are working hard to implement our Equally Safe strategy and delivery plan
which includes commitments to tackle commercial sexual exploitation.”
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INSIGHT: THE EDINBURGH CLINIC HELPING SEX WORKERS STAY SAFE
Dani Garavelli – The Scotsman
11 November 2018

As politicians take sides over whether or not prostitution should be legal, an Edinburgh clinic is
helping women in the industry stay safe. Dani Garavelli meets some of them
Behind a blue curtain in Dr Alison Scott’s consulting room at the Spittal Street sex workers’ clinic in
Edinburgh, pretty Romanian prostitute Denise kicks off her black ankle boots and climbs on to the
examination couch. On a table nearby, a colourful array of condoms – sensitive, intense, raised
rib, flavoured and “football” (all tastes catered for) – are set out like sweets in a tuck shop, along
with a similarly extensive selection of lubes.
Denise, an escort, who lives with her partner, but works from a friend’s flat, has come in today
because she wants to be checked for STIs. After taking samples from the patient’s vagina and
mouth, Scott, a consultant gynaecologist, checks if she should also swab her back passage. “Oh,
I don’t do anal,” she replies cheerily.
Examination over, Denise puts her ripped jeans and lumberjack-style shirt back on and chats to
Scott. A former bar worker, she stopped selling sex for 18 months, but has started again because
she needs the money. She sees one to four men per shift and always uses a condom, but would
like to go back on the pill for sex with her boyfriend. Asked about any recent changes in her life,
Denise mentions her mother’s diabetes. But then Scott notices a photograph of a little girl on her
phone. “Have you had a baby?” she inquires. Denise says, actually, yes, she has. Now 11 months
old, her daughter Louisa explains her short break from the industry. And also, one assumes, her
return to it.
Scott’s drop-in clinic is the only one of its kind in Scotland; as it prepares to mark its 10th anniversary,
I have been granted unprecedented access to the work it does with the city’s sex workers. Housed
in a converted church, alongside NHS Lothian’s harm reduction team and the Edinburgh Access
GP practice for the homeless, it takes a holistic approach, combining sexual health screenings
with other services: a needle exchange, psychological counselling, and the Scottish Association
for the Care and Resettlement of Offenders’ (Sacro) initiative Another Way, which provides advice
on housing, benefits and exiting the sex industry.
Just a block away lies Edinburgh’s notorious pubic triangle, a junction on which three lap dancing
clubs vie for seediness. On West Port, the Western Strip Bar, with its saloon-style facade, has a
board reading “Stag Parties Welcome”; across the road, Baby Dolls, No 1 Showroom, all flaked
paint and neon tube signs, faces off against Burke and Hare, its name conjuring up slabs of meat
on an autopsy table. Here, though, the women are treated with respect; the clinic may have a tight
budget (the examination couch in the room next to Scott’s is a dental chair) but there is a wealth
of empathy for the lives of the women and the problems they face.
The clinic’s anniversary comes at a time when the issue of sex work is being fiercely debated.
Feminists and law-makers are split into two polarised camps: those who see prostitution as a
legitimate career choice and those who see it as a form of violence against women. But most of
those who attend are simply trying to keep themselves safe and under the radar while earning a
living.
After Denise, comes Chantelle, another escort, in her mid-40s, who wears heavy make-up and a
grey track suit. British, but of eastern Asian ethnicity, she is worried because a condom has split.
She has no pain or discharge, but still wants to be tested. Scott, a small, but formidable woman,
has known Chantelle a long time. In another life, she tells me, she used to work in social care. The
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pair talk about an eyelash course Chantelle plans to go on; but, spread-eagled on the couch, she
suddenly becomes evasive.
Like most of the women, she insists she is in control of her life, but, as Scott takes her swabs, she
requests a print-out of the results (these are usually given over the phone).
“Why do you want a print-out?” Scott asks.
“I just need it.”
“Do you have to show it to someone?”
“Yes.”
After she has gone, the exchange continues to play on Scott’s mind. “I don’t think she has a pimp,”
she says. “More likely, she needs it to reassure a married punter.”
Back in the mid-2000s, Scott became concerned about the number of women whose lives were
too chaotic for them to make it to a pre-arranged appointment at the general sexual health clinic
so she put pressure on NHS Lothian to set up this one.
In the early days, it was aimed at drug addicts and prostitutes – anyone at raised risk of STIs and
unintended pregnancies – but prostitutes quickly became its main clientele; not unsurprisingly
they feel more at ease having check-ups in a place where they will not be judged.
Today, it runs once a week and deals with an average of 400 consultations a year. As the numbers
have grown so too has the team; on the first day I attend, it includes Scott, three nurses, a clinical
support worker and a representative from Another Way. With each consultation, the focus is not
only on physical checks and HPV and hepatitis B vaccinations, but on security, with the women
given rape alarms and told about the national Ugly Mug scheme, an informal register of dodgy
punters. Those addicted to heroin are moved on to a methadone programme, those with mental
health problems referred on for counselling, and anyone in need of practical and/or emotional
support sent to Another Way.
Over the decade, the dynamics of the Edinburgh sex industry have also changed. The number of
saunas has decreased from 11 to five, with many more women working out of flats. And the ratio of
indigenous to foreign prostitutes now stands at 51:49. “The needs of the foreign workers are quite
different,” says Scott. “Often they don’t have much English, they don’t have much understanding
of protecting themselves and having safe sex. Many arrive with blood-borne viruses [hepatitis
B, hepatitis C and, in one alarming case, HIV] and sexually-transmitted infections [syphilis,
gonorrhoea and chlamydia]. They are not using condoms because they are being paid more to
have unprotected sex or in some cases they may not have the choice; it may be being forced
upon them.”
In addition to the drop-in clinic, Scott and her team do outreach work, delivering condoms and
rape alarms to the remaining saunas and safety advice to the lap-dancing clubs. Together with
Police Scotland, they conduct Social Health and Welfare (SHAW) visits to flats where they believe
sex work is taking place. With so much advertising now online, senior sexual health nurse Susan
McClelland, spends several hours a week sifting through websites such as VivaStreet and EscortScotland and trying to make contact with as many women as possible.
Despite their best efforts, however, it’s a transient scene. Women move (or are moved) from city to
city; they appear at the clinic a few times, then disappear. Scott worries about the ones they lose
track of, like the woman who always came in with bruises and was devastated when she needed
a late termination. Where is she now?
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Prostitution is one of the most divisive issues in politics today.
Those who see sex work as a legitimate career choice tend to support fully decriminalising (as
New Zealand has done) or even legalising the industry (such as what happend in Germany); those
who see it as violence against women tend to support decriminalising the sale, while criminalising
the purchase (the so-called Nordic model).
Both camps come armed with arguments which they lob at each other on Twitter and Facebook.
The pro-Nordic model lobby insist legalisation would lead to an explosion in the trade (in Germany,
there are now 400,000 prostitutes servicing 1.2 million men in a range of mega-brothels) and that
failing to criminalise the sale will lead to Scotland becoming a haven for traffickers.
The pro-legalisation lobby, meanwhile, believes criminalising the sale of sex places prostitutes at
heightened risk as clients will be less willing to go to the authorities if they suspect a woman is
being coerced. Many sex workers also oppose the existing law under which two women working
out of the same flat are deemed to be running an illegal brothel; they say this forces them to see
clients alone.
In Scotland, the divide has manifested itself in the Battle of the Bills. In 2012, Labour MSP Rhoda
Grant failed to garner sufficient support for her Criminalisation of the Purchase of Sex (Bill);
then, in 2015, independent MSP Jean Urquhart failed to garner sufficient support for her bill
to decriminalise sex work. At the last SNP conference, delegates voted in favour of taking the
criminalisation of the purchase of sex route, but the party is still split. A cross-party group, led by
Grant and SNP MSP Ash Denham, is trying to mobilise opinion.
When I return to the clinic in late October, I meet two women who insist sex work is an active
choice. One, Veronica, combines her escorting with a job in the creative industries. She has a
middle-class accent and long, strawberry-blond hair and tilts up her chin with a do-not-pity-me
defiance.
A glance at the websites suggests Veronica earns between £100 and £150 an hour, but she says
it is not just about the money. “I could earn the same amount in other ways. But I enjoy doing
this. When you have built a good rapport with someone and you know you have made their lives
happier – that’s a good feeling.” She gets irritated by depictions of sex workers as oppressed
and is well-versed in the arguments against the Nordic model. “I think, if the purchase of sex is
criminalised, it will put a lot of the good clients off, whereas the clients who don’t care that it is
illegal will carry on, so the overall quality will go down.”

But “choice” is a subjective concept, more meaningful for some
than others. Most people’s lives are played out within fixed
parameters, with poverty, addiction and abuse further limiting
options.
The majority of the women at the clinic exist in a blurred territory between free will and coercion.
They do sex work because they see it as the least worst option; they justify it to themselves in
order to preserve their dignity. But it doesn’t take long for their vulnerability to become apparent.
Take Elena and Cristina, from Romania, who work in the same sauna and arrive just before
closing time. Elena came to Edinburgh five years ago to “offer myself a good life”. She says she
found sex work difficult at first, but she learned from her mistakes and now everything is “OK”.
The more she opens up, however, the more ambivalent she becomes. “In my first job, there was
not much pressure,” she says. But then that sauna closed, forcing her to move on. And now? She
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hesitates. “It can be good, but the men come sometimes drunk. You have to say: ‘Stop, because
I know you pay me, but you don’t pay me to do this.’ It doesn’t matter to the sauna who comes
through the door. They say: ‘You have to take them.’”
When Elena is not selling sex, she paints nails; she gets Cristina to spread out her fingers to
demonstrate her handiwork. “One day, I wish I have a big salon with a few girls around me and
everyone working,” she says.
Cristina has a plan too: she has a degree in psychology and is spending a year at the sauna to
fund her postgraduate studies. When she arrived, her English was quite basic. “The first time I am
a little scared. I have to use sign language to tell the men to put on a condom.” The upside of sex
work is that she gets to meet lots of men and explore how their minds work. And the downside?
“Sometimes they treat you like an object. If they give you money, they think you are a piece of
something and do not appreciate you are a human being.”
In June, she will return to her studies and tell no-one how she raised the cash. “My family try
to give me everything and if I say I have to do this they will think they have not done enough,”
she says. “Saying you have been a prostitute is a bad influence for your life. And I feel a little bit
ashamed.”
Certainly, the Belle de Jour-style romanticisation of the sex industry bears no relation to the reality
Scott encounters. Not long ago, she saw a 39-year-old with a history of domestic abuse, who woke
one morning in September to find her partner dead beside her. He had suffered an accidental
heroin overdose and his parents refused to allow her to attend his funeral. Another woman had
been pimped by her uncle from the age of 16; now 24, she walks in the red light district offering
sex to men, but doesn’t take money because she “isn’t worth it”. While I am there, a sex worker is
diagnosed with oral gonorrhoea.
“Many of the women are suffering from complex PTSD due to multiple traumas,” says Scott. “It’s
often things like childhood sexual abuse, leading on to domestic violence, leading on to sexual
exploitation. Sometimes it comes out at the first consultation, so you get this tidal wave of emotion;
sometimes it takes longer.”
Though most of the sex workers deny they’re pimped, McClelland has discovered some of the
women on the websites share the same mobile phone number, suggesting they are being centrally
controlled. Through the SHAW visits she and Scott know of flats where a fresh crop of girls arrive
with suitcases every few weeks. Some of those flats are Airbnbs.
Scott also suspects some of the foreign women have been trafficked, though they are too scared
to talk openly. ‘We ask them questions and sometimes their eyes fill with tears,” she says. “Some
believe they are coming to Scotland to model, so they have a set of photos taken and end up
being blackmailed. But they don’t necessarily view themselves as being exploited; we have to say
to them: ‘It is not OK for people to treat you like that.’”
It’s 9.30pm on a Wednesday. I am at a separate but connected drop-in centre in Edinburgh’s red
light district. Every night, three or four women will be out plying their trade around Salamander
Street, Duncan Place and the appositely named John’s Place; sometimes the number will rise as
new or occasional prostitutes join the regulars. There will be anything up to 15 women out over a
month. A handful more will appear in the run-up to Christmas.
For years, the Salvation Army, the charity Streetwork and NHS Lothian all ran vans serving coffee,
condoms and chat on different nights of the week; but the vehicles were clearly marked and some
of the residents were uncomfortable with their presence.
Now, the three organisations and Another Way have joined forces to run the once-weekly service at
the Turning Point building on Links Place; most weeks they are joined by one of Police Scotland’s
two prostitute liaison officers.
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As I arrive, the workers are tipping out the contents of several bags on to a table: a mountain of
chocolate biscuits spills over on to the condoms, sanitary pads and bras. Soon Rachel, a former
heroin addict, wanders in, rubbing her arms to ward off the cold. As she stocks up on Penguins
and prophylactics, the prostitute liaison officer, Gemma Knox, warns her to keep away from a
particular spot because residents have been complaining about discarded condoms. “That’s so
disrespectful,” Rachel says. “I always bring those doggy-poop bags to put mine in.”
Knox has already told me about her efforts to gain the women’s trust; she wants them to understand
that if they report a crime they will be taken seriously and treated well. Although she has only been
doing this job for 18 months, she has been based in Leith for a decade and knows most of the
women by name. She says many are forced out to fund their boyfriends’ habits.
But soliciting for sex in a public place is still a crime. If someone complains, the woman involved
will be arrested (though not by Knox); first-time offenders will get a warning, while repeat offenders
may be charged, though the majority end up in diversionary schemes.
Once a week, Knox targets kerb crawlers in a marked car; she tries to keep a low profile, but
occasionally the women see her and harangue her for damaging trade. “They will say: ‘I lost that
punter because of you.’ But mostly they know I have a job to do and that I care about their welfare.”
Knox says the regular women are street-wise; they carry rape alarms and watch out for each
other, checking out the registration numbers of the cars their friends get into. “But then you see
the new girls: they look so vulnerable. They haven’t thought it through; they have no idea about
the possible consequences. You think: ‘Please, can I just drive you home?’”
Rachel, a mother-of-two, fidgets with her hair as she tells me she has drifted in and out of
prostitution over the years. “It’s one of those jobs you will stop and start. Every time you stop you’ll
say: ‘I’m not doing that again,’ but then something comes up and you’ll say: ‘God, I need money
quickly.’ It’s a go-to for a lot of girls.”
“When I was in the saunas, I remember thinking: ‘I could never go on the streets.’ I don’t know
what shifted in my life that made me a bit braver because it is quite frightening and dangerous.”
Now on methadone, Rachel no longer has a pressing need to sell sex. “I do want to get out of
prostitution, but it’s all I know. It’s kind of my social life. I realise that sounds sad,” she says.
Her support worker at Another Way has been encouraging her to join a community project that
offers activities such as painting, photography and gardening. So what does she fancy doing? “I
love to write,” she says. “I keep a diary. I’m not Anne Frank or anything, but I do like writing.”
Most of the sex workers I meet want to get out eventually. Even those who say they are happy
have ambitions: to own a musical instrument shop; promote sportswear on Instagram; or enjoy a
life of settled domesticity. It would be nice to think these are not just pipe dreams; that one day,
Elena will be queen of her own nail salon.

Leaving is not easy – most try and fail several times before they
succeed – but a quarter of the women Scott refers to Another
Way do exit in the end; and those who can’t, or don’t want to, still
benefit from the clinic’s collaborative approach.
To mark its 10th anniversary, the clinic is bringing Inside Outside, an exhibition featuring the
voices, photography and art work of women who are or have been prostitutes, to Sacro’s offices
in Albany Street.
The display, produced by Encompass, a network of Scottish agencies dealing directly with women
in the sex industry, gave many of those who took part their first chance to tell their stories.
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One of the women, Wendy, 36, agrees to talk to me about her descent into heroin addiction and
street prostitution, and the effort it has taken to leave it behind. A petite, live-wire of a woman, she
opens the door of the flat she now shares with her seven-year-old son, Jackson, and ushers me in.
It is 11am, but she is fully made-up – a symptom she says of her chronic Obsessive Compulsive
Disorder, a condition common to former addicts.
We take cups of tea into her bedroom. One wall is covered with Sons Of Anarchy paraphernalia.
She says the TV series, which charts a biker’s recovery from drug addiction, brought her strength
as she battled her own demons.
Wendy’s story is as traumatic as any I have heard: bullied at school, then raped by her uncle at 15,
she began to see her body as a commodity, having sex with a succession of boys who used her
and moved on. At 20, she fell in love with a heroin addict who beat her and, after a spell in prison,
forced her to start using as well.
Eventually, she began selling sex on the streets. “I needed money for the drugs,” she says. “I
didn’t want to rob people, I didn’t want to shoplift. I justified it to myself by saying that at least this
way I was the only one getting hurt.”
Wendy doesn’t understand how anyone can say prostitution isn’t dangerous. “I was terrified in
every car I got into,” she says. “You didn’t know if the guy was going to strangle you: all he
had to do was lock the door.” She was assaulted many times. But the trauma went beyond the
physical. “I always say that, for every car I got in, I might not have been physically raped, but I was
emotionally raped, because the whole time you are screaming inside your head: ‘What are you
doing? Get out. This is wrong.’”
I ask Wendy if she believes any women are sex workers by “choice”. “Well, the higher end girls –
the escorts – maybe. But on the streets every story was tragic, every girl was tragic. I never saw
anyone smile,” she says.
In the piece she wrote for Inside Outside, she describes seeing a frail Romanian girl – “a bag of
bones” – having sex in a doorway. She looked like she was dead inside; like she had given up.
“The light had gone out of most of the girls’ eyes, but I must have had a wee spark left,” she says.
Wendy’s journey back was not straightforward; after staying clean for the first three years of
Jackson’s life, she suffered a 13-month relapse, during which he went to live with her mother.
Today, she is free of drugs – methadone as well as heroin – but she is not yet free of her past.
Living back in her home town, she is taunted by teenagers who have heard the rumours. “They
shout: ‘hooker’ and ‘how much?’ at me,” she says.
She has an on-off relationship with a man she first knew at school, but he is too embarrassed to
be seen in public with her. And, in any case, her history of abuse means she now finds any kind of
intimacy difficult. “You know how people like to lie and have a hug: it makes me rigid just to think
about it,” she says. “I don’t know how to accept someone wanting to put their hands on my hair; I
don’t know how to accept someone wanting to hold my hand; I don’t know how to accept someone
wanting more than sexual contact because that is all I know.”
Nevertheless, her life is improving. Taking part in Inside Outside has built her confidence and
she is currently trying to set up a youth project to help prevent other young people going down
the same path; she sees them in her neighbourhood, hanging round kebab shops and smoking
bongs.
There is time yet for her to study – she is conspicuously intelligent – but for now she wants to
focus on Jackson. During our interview, Wendy shares some terrible experiences – the time her
ex took a piece of her scalp off with a floor brush; the time she was held hostage for 48 hours – but
the only moment she cries is when she talks about the impact of her relapse on her son.
“It’s really hard to hear that, at three years old, your son felt lonely at nursery because his mummy
wasn’t there,” she says. “You beat yourself up. I can’t go back and change things, but I can make
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sure that every single day of that wee boy’s life from here on in, I will be there 100 per cent.”
As Jackson runs into the room and flings himself on top of her, it is clear their bond has been
repaired. They have a relationship built on honesty. She has told him she took “bad drugs” and
that, for a while, she wasn’t “a good mummy”.
One day she will tell him about her time on the streets; not every single detail, just as much as
he wants to hear. “I will do that because I want my son to grow up understanding the world is
not always a lovely place,” she says. “It’s not always safe and it is important to treat women with
respect; it’s important you don’t use people. As long as Jackson grows up to be a gentleman, I will
have done an all right job.”
All the names of sex workers and their children have been changed
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INJUSTICE CRIES OUT AT KAVANAUGH HEARING
Dani Garavelli – The Scotsman
Saturday 29 September 2018

At the height of a recent outcry over licensed misogyny in a Scottish newspaper, a Twitter friend
sent me a clip of Two Whoops And A Holler by honky tonk singer Jean Shepard. The song,
recorded in 1953, calls out the double standards that exist between men and women. “How come
a man can fight and cuss and smoke and drink and cheat” Shepard demands, “but if a woman
does one little thing she isn’t worth a damn?”
She doesn’t actually use the word “damn”: it wouldn’t be ladylike. Instead it’s bleeped out. That’s
the joke; and yet it’s also the point. If Shepard is to get away with dissing the male-dominated
system in which she operates, she knows she must mute her contempt; present herself as a feisty
little miss, as opposed to a harridan.
Last week’s Senate committee hearing into Judge Brett Kavanaugh’s nomination to the Supreme
Court was a masterclass on those double standards. On who is allowed to express anger and who
isn’t; on whose word is believed and whose doubted. It was proof that nothing much has changed
since 1953; and certainly not since 1991, when Anita Hill was called “a bit slutty and a bit nutty”
for having the temerity to complain about her sexual harassment at the hands of Judge Clarence
Thomas.
Anger was the only reasonable response to the way Christine Blasey Ford was forced to publicly
relive the trauma of the attempted rape she claims she endured at Kavanaugh’s hands at the
age of 15. Other women raged on her behalf. As she recounted her memories of that night – the
narrow stairs, the locked door, the laughter that reduced her to a sex toy – emotions kept in check
for years spilled on to social media.
But Ford was the opposite of angry. She was co-operative, apologetic, eager to please. There can
be scarcely a woman alive who didn’t recognise in Ford’s conciliatory manner a dim reflection of
themselves. We are taught from birth to play “the good girl”; and we understand the social cost of
choosing to reject that role. Nor did Ford cry, of course. Crying is a sign of hysteria. “Hysteria” is
Greek for “uterus” and a well-known signifier of female instability.
In the committee room, all the rage came from the 11 angry (Republican) men; so many faces
contorted at the very idea Kavanaugh’s rectitude should be challenged. “This is the most unethical
sham since I was in politics,” Senator Lindsey Graham bellowed. And then there was Kavanaugh
himself, alternating between tears and tantrums; performing a one-man show for the US’s chief
tantrum-thrower in the White House.

It’s acceptable for men to be angry, for theirs is a righteous anger.
It’s a sign of strength and, apparently, of veracity. The louder they
shout, the truer their words.
Or at least that’s how it seems. Though Kavanaugh at first presented himself as a “choir boy”, it
quickly became apparent he was an epic drinker and a boor. His High School year book was full
of sexual innuendos about “boofing” and “the devil’s triangle” and the slut-shaming of a woman
called Renate. There was also a reference on his calendar to a night in July 1982 involving some
of the boys Ford had cited as being present. But not much attention was paid to that. Instead the
focus was on “inconsistencies” in Ford’s story. Like the fact she couldn’t remember where the
house was.
28

Ford was easily the more credible witness, but Kavanaugh was the one who went to Georgetown
Prep School; he was the one with the powerful allies. Kavanaugh was also the one who became
hysterical, but he doesn’t possess a uterus, so let’s call it a display of raw emotion.
If the committee hearing really had been a job interview for a lifetime appointment to the Supreme
Court, he would have flunked it. He displayed none of the judgment or restraint you would want
in someone who will have control over – among other things – women’s reproductive systems.
Of the two witnesses, only Ford seemed to grasp the concept of civic responsibility. But this was
never a job interview; it was a savage piece of theatre designed to consolidate male power.
On this side of the Atlantic, women watched with a horrified compulsion. There was something so
American about the affair, with its country clubs; its brewskis and its protagonists with names like
Chuck and Brett. But we are no strangers to male privilege. It was male privilege that brought us
Brexit; male privilege, in the form of Rod Liddle and Jacob Rees-Mogg, that strutted its stuff on
the BBC Question Time panel last week.
British politics is rank with the smell of testosterone just now. Whether it be the scrapping of
Labour plans to appoint a female co-deputy leader or the new Plaid Cymru leader Adam Price
striding purposefully through the streets in a bizarre video, machismo is back in fashion.
British women share their American sisters’ frustrations. They are livid about Weinstein and
Kavanaugh and how the world seems to be slipping backwards. “I made eye contact with Mark
[Judge – the other man said to have been present] and thought he might try to help me, but he did
not,” Ford said in the most heart-breaking moment of her testimony. Women everywhere are fed
up of making metaphorical eye contact with men they hope will support them, only to have them
turn away.
Rage may be deeply unfeminine, but it was two angry women who delivered the only tiny triumph
of the hearing. Senator Jeff Flake – the one Republican who might feasibly have voted against
party lines and so tipped the balance – revealed he planned to support Kavanaugh’s nomination.
On his way to the committee chambers, however, he was stopped by Ana Maria Archila and Maria
Gallagher. They told him of their own experiences of sexual assault. He shifted uneasily, eyes to
the floor. “Look at me when I am talking to you,” Gallagher screamed.
Later, Flake said he was prepared to confirm the nomination in the committee, but that he would
not do so again on the floor of the Senate unless a short FBI investigation into Ford’s allegations
had been carried out. Fearful that, without the backing of Flake and two other senators, a majority
would not be secured, Senate leader Mitch McConnell and Donald Trump ordered the probe.
As the Kavanaugh hearing unfolded, political activist Angela Y Davis’s upending of The Serenity
Prayer started doing the rounds again. “I am no longer accepting the things I cannot change. I am
changing the things I cannot accept,” she wrote. Brothers, believe me when I tell you: women are
tired of being this angry. No-one wants to live in a state of perpetual outrage. It’s miserable and
exhausting. But as we continue to inch closer to some sort of misogynist dystopia, our anger is
all that is keeping us afloat.
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WOMEN’S AID WORKERS SHARE HORROR STORIES FROM WOMEN AND
CHILDREN WHO SEEK SANCTUARY OVER CHRISTMAS
Kirsty Strickland – The Daily Record
20 DEC 2017

IN A sprawling housing scheme in Scotland’s biggest city, a busy organisation offer hope and love
in the face of pain and sorrow.
The building that houses Glasgow East Women’s Aid is not what you would expect.
The entrance is festooned with parcels that have been dropped off for the women and children
who use their services. Alongside tiny baby grows and bags of toys, there’s food and nappies.
The light of a winter’s afternoon in Easterhouse pours in through large windows and at the top of
the staircase there’s a tree. It isn’t adorned with the usual baubles and tinsel. Instead, brightlycoloured paper hearts have been hung with handwritten messages.
“I am strong. I deserve to be safe,” reads one. Another says: “I am a survivor.”
There’s a children’s room, which at first glance looks like any other playroom. It’s only when you
look closer that you notice the artwork created by youngsters who have lived through domestic
abuse.
Across paintings of dinosaurs and clouds, there are descriptions of feelings and emotions. A staff
member tells me that art therapy can help children process their thoughts in a way which is safe
and accessible to them.
Headlines in recent months have highlighted cases of sexual harassment and abuse perpetrated
by powerful men. At Glasgow East Women’s Aid, the staff help ordinary women whose lives have
been affected by domestic abuse in all of its forms.
Kim Nicoll and Ann Dornan have both worked here for more than 15 years. We are sitting in the
room where the Christmas gift donations are being sorted, ready to be given to families who may
otherwise receive nothing.
The festive season is a busy time for the charity’s staff. Alongside the day-to-day routine tasks –
helping women apply for benefits and register for services, providing therapies and counselling
– they strive to give families a chance to make Christmas memorable for the right reasons.
But January can be even busier – because that’s when many women living with abuse seek help
from Scottish Women’s Aid.
Ann said: “The expression we use is ‘batten down the hatches’.”

Kim explained: “After Christmas, all the hopes and dreams and
the ‘please Gods’ have come and gone. They might have come
home to find that the entire house has been destroyed by their
partner or that the presents have been wrecked.”
In 2016-17, 58,810 incidents of domestic abuse were recorded by Police Scotland.
Scottish Women’s Aid provide help to all women who turn to them, including those who haven’t
reported the abuse to the police.
Their refuge accommodation is a vital part of this, enabling women to recover from their experiences
and gain stability and security.
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Ann and Kim remember a woman whose partner shaved her head and took gouges out of her
scalp with the razor as he did so. Ann said: “She looked like a prisoner of war.”
The woman had a young son whose speech development was affected by the trauma of domestic
abuse.
Ann said he would make a noise that sounded like: “Nononono dididididi, ne-naw.”
This was his terrified way of saying: “Don’t phone the police, my dad has
a gun.”
One night, fearing for her life, the woman ran out of the house and tried to flag down a car. It was
just before Christmas and she was wearing nothing but jogging bottoms and a bra.
Not long afterwards, Ann gave her money to buy lunch. The boy desperately tried to grab the
money out of his mother’s hands because he knew that she had been forbidden from having any.
Talking to Ann and Kim, it becomes clear that psychological abuse and control are every bit as
damaging and destructive as physical abuse.
They tell me about men who have stopped their partners having access to sanitary products, as
well as financial control, reproductive abuse and all manner of coercive and degrading treatment.
If dealing with the darkest recesses of human behaviour and its consequences has worn them
down in any way, they don’t show it.
They’re full of knowledge and energy for the work they do. They speak about the women they
have known and helped over the years with love and respect.
Ann said: “They are the strongest women I’ve ever met.

“Domestic abuse is like living in a war zone. You’re navigating it
and checking for the landmines. Every day you are wondering,
‘When are they going to blow?’”
Christmas is a hectic time for them but it also brings them great joy. They show me photos of the
projects they’ve been working on with the women – of candle holders and small trees they have
decorated.
Upstairs in the office there are rows of red gift bags containing Christmas baubles. The tags read:
“Somebody cares about you.”
Their work ethic is infused with humility, which also means being reliant on the kindness of others
to ensure that women and children in refuges have something to open on Christmas Day.
They speak warmly of the groups and businesses, as well as local churches and residents of
Easterhouse, who donate gifts every year.
Kim said: “It’s a circle. For every bad person who does terrible things, there are many who try to
do something good.”
One year, a local business put up a giving tree with gift suggestions for
children in refuge accommodation. An elderly man came in and asked what it was for. A little while
later, he returned with £2000 in cash and asked the staff to buy all the remaining gifts on the tree.
As he left, he added: “I’ve been through that, but I’m doing much better now.”
For Kim, the “circle” is about just that – people who are doing well or better than they have been
offering help to those who are not.
31

She said: “A woman who had used our services in the past recently came in with a donation for
£500.
“She said, ‘I want to give you this because if it wasn’t for this service, I wouldn’t be here. I’d have
taken my own life.’”
We all appreciate the concept of goodwill and charity, especially during the Christmas season,
but it’s easy to get caught up in the rush and rarely do we have the time to put this into practice.
For women and children who have survived abuse, such acts of kindness are affirmations that
they matter and that people care about them.
At the end of our conversation, Kim and Ann told me about a woman who upon receiving a
donated gift burst into tears and said it was the first Christmas present she’d received in years.
It was just a scarf. But to her it meant so much more.
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COURT PROCESS CAN “CAUSE AS MUCH DAMAGE” FOR VICTIMS AS
DOMESTIC ABUSE, SAY WOMEN’S RIGHTS ADVOCATES
Caitlin Logan – Commonspace
21st August 2018

Despite progress, experts say systemic change is needed to ensure domestic abuse survivors do
not feel “let down” by the courts
SCOTLAND’S COURTS system must be reformed to better support domestic abuse and rape
survivors who can find the process “as traumatic as the abuse”, according to campaign and
advocacy organisations.
Speaking to CommonSpace, Scottish Women’s Aid, ASSIST, Zero Tolerance, the Scottish
Women’s Rights Centre, Rape Crisis Scotland, and the Scottish Human Rights Commission said
that despite progress in recent years, many victims of domestic abuse and rape continue to feel
ill-served by the system.
“Problems within the criminal justice system can lead to complainers feeling powerless throughout
the process and ultimately let down by the justice system. Many women tell us that the criminal
justice process can cause just as much damage as the crime itself,” Sarah Crawford, solicitor for
the Scottish Women’s Rights Centre said.
This coincides with the publication of a series of case studies by CommonSpace based on
interviews with four women who have been through the process as complainers in domestic
abuse and rape cases.
A number of specific actions to improve the system for victims were identified by the organisations
and the women themselves, including:
•Training for everyone who hears or deals with domestic abuse and rape/sexual assault cases
to ensure consistency, in line with the new Domestic Abuse Act: including sheriffs, police, court
reporters and other court staff, criminal justice social work and those writing reports informing
child contact decisions.
•Victims of domestic abuse and rape/sexual assault should have the opportunity to have their
evidence pre-recorded – it should be confirmed that current considerations around child evidence
and evidence in rape cases will be extended to domestic abuse in a specified timescale.
•Court advocacy services should be extended across Scotland for domestic abuse cases.
•Complainers should be given standing in criminal proceedings by enabling them to
be legally represented, which would assist the Crown Office and Prosecution Service (COPFS),
support requests for non-harassment orders, and provide the complainer a point of contact.
To achieve this, and adequate representation for women in civil proceedings, adequate legal
aid must be available.
•Stronger communication between prosecutors and complainers so that victims don’t feel that
they are peripheral to the case.
•Review the requirement for corroboration (two different and independent sources of evidence)
in certain categories of cases, as this is often impossible to achieve in rape and domestic abuse
cases.
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Additional points raised were the need for civil and criminal courts to be better connected, greater
resourcing to COPFS, the need to allocate resources to raise awareness amongst victims and
survivors to encourage reporting and understanding of protections offered, and the need to
address gender inequality at every level of the criminal justice system.
Crawford, who provides legal advice to women who have faced violence or abuse, noted that the
Scottish Government had taken positive steps in recent years.
For example, the Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act was passed in March this year, there are proposals
to allow children in serious cases and rape victims to pre-record evidence through the Vulnerable
Witnesses (Criminal Evidence) (Scotland) Bill, and an additional £1.1m extra funds to reduce
court delays in rape cases and improve communication with complainers was announced earlier
this month.
That being said, she stressed that these reforms must be built upon if the criminal justice system
is to be “fit for purpose”, with a number of ongoing issues including poor communication with
complainers, “lengthy and repeated delays”, “re-traumatisation”, and “the inability of the complainer
to participate in the proceedings and have access to their own legal representation”.
Crawford suggested that there was a need to review the need for corroboration in certain categories
of case, and echoed the view of Scottish Women’s Aid and ASSIST who told CommonSpace
earlier this year that specialist training for sheriffs was needed to ensure consistency in sentencing
and the granting of non-harassment orders.
Mhairi McGowan, head of service at ASSIST, the domestic abuse advocacy service in the West
of Scotland, said the experiences of the women CommonSpace spoke to illustrate that “there is
still much to do before the Justice system can truly say that it deals appropriately with domestic
abuse”.
McGowan said: “Most importantly, it highlights the need for all those involved in hearing or dealing
with domestic abuse cases to be trained to understand the dynamics and implications of delays,
deferrals and sentencing on the victims.

“Decisions made can have a lasting effect on the lives and safety
of all those concerned that should not be underestimated.”
Marsha Scott, CEO of Scottish Women’s Aid agreed that training was the overriding issue, and
that “there are enormous variations in understanding the dynamics of domestic abuse” amongst
professionals in the system. “It’s going to be difficult to achieve change on a chunk or margin of
the problem without people understanding domestic abuse,” she added.
To achieve this, Scott said it was also essential to build on gender equality “in all levels of the
criminal justice system” by addressing occupational segregation in a sector where, for example,
only 20 per cent of Scotland’s 142 sheriffs are women.
The need for victims’ own role in the process to be strengthened was also a common theme
raised by the organisations. Scott said that, at present, the process was “based around the needs
of the systems’ actors” - the professionals - “rather than victims”.
“People in the criminal justice system tell me that the system isn’t designed for victims, it’s to
deliver justice for the public – the two should be very much the same in my opinion,” she said.
An important step towards a victim-centred system, she said, was to ensure that women and
children involved in such cases have “access to competent and free legal support”, including in
the civil court system, for example in dealing with child contact issues, in which Scott said access
to legal aid is inadequate.
In the absence of such support, Rape Crisis Scotland chief executive Sandy Brindley said that
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poor communication between the prosecution and complainers left many victims feeling that they
are “completely peripheral to the case”.
“In rape cases [victims] are likely to have only met the person prosecuting their case once, and
they are not allowed to discuss any of the evidence at this meeting. In contrast, the accused has
his own lawyer who will have discussed the evidence with him many times,” Brindley said. “In our
opinion, cases would be stronger if communication with complainers was better.”
Rachel Adamson, co-director Zero Tolerance said the examples highlighted in CommonSpace’s
investigation “should raise concerns about the limitations of our current system” – limitations
which have led women’s organisations to push for specific changes for some time.
Adamson explained: “Expert women’s organisations have made a variety of recommendations
to improve our justice system. These include better communication and support for survivors,
direction for juries on managing evidence in sexual assault cases and specialist training for
sheriffs, prosecutors and judges.

“The Scottish Government must listen and act on these changes
if we are ever to fully eradicate violence against women.”
Judith Robertson, chair of the Scottish Human Rights Commission also backed the calls of
women’s organisations, following a report on women’s rights published by SHRC last month which
highlighted the need for training of all professionals in the Domestic Abuse Act.
Robertson told CommonSpace that while progress has been made, for example in the form of the
Act, women still face barriers in the criminal justice system “which not only prevents them from
accessing their right to justice but compounds the trauma of the original abuse”.
In light of this, she said: “The Commission calls on the Scottish government to ensure that all
relevant agencies including prosecutors and the police are appropriately trained to enforce and
implement the Domestic Abuse Bill and that women and children receive the support and services
required.
“The legislation is a good starting point, but needs to be accompanied by an allocation of resources
to raise awareness for victims and survivors of domestic abuse to encourage greater reporting,
and generate a better understanding of the broader scope of the protections it offers.”
Due to the separation of duties in the justice system, responsibility for the issues highlighted lies
with a number of different bodies: the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS), the
Judicial Office for Scotland, the Scottish Courts and Tribunal Service, and the Scottish Government.
Responding to the concerns raised, justice secretary Humza Yousef said the government was
“taking action on a number of fronts to address the issue”, including through its £20m Violence
Against Women and Girls Justice Fund.
He said: “[This] has helped improve support for victims and has boosted resources for our courts
and prosecutors by £2.4m each year, helping to reduce court waiting times for criminal domestic
abuse cases.
“We are also funding the implementation of the Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act to support the
training of over 14,000 Police officers and front line staff and to help Scottish Women’s Aid to
develop training materials for staff.”
Yousef said funding will also be provided for “an awareness raising campaign” around the new
legislation, and that the government is currently consulting on “modernising family law” to improve
the system.
He added: “In my new role as Cabinet Secretary for Justice I am currently engaging with a range
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of key stakeholders who support victims of domestic abuse to hear directly from them about what
improvements can be made to the justice system, and I look forward to working with them going
forward.”
A COPFS spokesperson noted that all prosecutors are provided with specialist domestic abuse
training and guidance on the issue and that it appointed the first National Procurator Fiscal for
Domestic Abuse in 2013.
The spokesperson added :“COPFS are also strongly committed to supporting vulnerable witnesses
through the court process and are working with partner agencies and stakeholders to address
systemic issues and improve the experience of victims and witnesses within the criminal justice
system.”
The Judicial Office for Scotland said that newly appointed sheriffs and summary sheriffs receive
training on domestic abuse as part of their “mandatory induction course”, delivered by the directors
of the Judicial Institute and Scottish Women’s Aid.
A spokesperson said: “For several years, specific training on domestic abuse issues has been
incorporated, as appropriate, into other training courses focussing on family cases, vulnerable
witnesses, courtroom technology and sentencing.

“Further training is also planned in anticipation of the new domestic
abuse legislation coming into force next year.”
Meanwhile, the Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service said it had worked with Victim Support
Scotland to design and run victim awareness training for frontline court staff and had led on the
Evidence and Procedure Review, producing “ground-breaking proposals that will make giving
evidence less traumatic for children and vulnerable adult witnesses”.
This work laid the groundwork for the proposed Vulnerable Witnesses (Criminal Evidence)
(Scotland) Bill, now before the Scottish Parliament. A spokesperson added that the service was
“already seeing increases” in giving evidence in this manner and was looking to develop specialist
facilities at a number of locations for this purpose.
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TECHNOLOGISING RAPE AND SEXUAL ASSAULT: CAN WE REALLY
INNOVATE THE PROBLEM AWAY?
Lesley MacMillan and Deborah White – Gender Politics at Edinburgh
November 25 2018

Sexual violence against women and girls remains a major social problem with as many as one
in three (35%) women worldwide experiencing either physical and/or sexual intimate partner
violence or non-partner sexual violence in their lifetime. Despite major policy and law reforms, as
well as initiatives such as those focussed on educational and self-defence programmes, states
worldwide have been largely ineffective at tackling the prevalence of rape and sexual assault. In
the context of this inefficacy, along with the widespread availability of social media platforms, we
have started to witness the emergence of new technologies targeted at women for the purpose
of preventing rape.
Struck by the increasing number and types of technologies – from anti-rape bras and tampons, to
mobile phone apps to communicate distress or a concerning situation – we decided to research
this phenomenon in greater depth. Over a period of more than two years, we used ‘Google alerts’
and ‘Google Scholar alerts’ to identify new and proposed anti-rape devices. During this time we
were startled by the nature of the technologies being devised, and whilst not all are currently
available for purchase – some are prototypes and others have been funded and manufactured
but are not yet widely available – these devices, based largely on the commodification of women’s
safety, seem to represent a significant, and concerning, growth area.
In the course of our research[i], we categorised the various, and in some instances, farcical,
technologies as those designed for the physical protection of a woman’s body, those intended
for communication with others, and those that combine the two. In terms of bodily devices,
although too numerous to list here, examples include the Personal Space Dress that detects when
someone is too close and uses special motors to expand its size to protect the wearer’s personal
space; anti-rape underwear that can only be removed by the woman; colour-changing anti-rape
nail polish that detects date rape drugs; the Rape-Axe condom worn internally by women and
equipped with jagged teeth intended to dig into a rapist’s penis, affixing itself and requiring medical
attention to be removed; and, the Anti-molestation jacket that, at the touch of a button, discharges
110 volts of electricity into anyone who is making unwanted advances.
For those communications-based anti-rape technologies, which are primarily intended for mobile
phones, we see examples such as the “We Consent” suite of apps, where those considering
engaging in sexual activity say their name, their partner’s name and an explicit ‘yes’ to sex. The
app then records the statements, adds a time stamp and geo-code, encrypts the footage, and
stores it off line. More common in this category is a range of apps that alert family, friends or the
police if a woman feels she is in a situation that may be dangerous. For instance, the Circle of
6 app uses text messaging and GPS to let a woman notify up to six contacts of her whereabouts
if she feels unsafe. Apps such as bSafe allow others to track an individual’s journey in real time
using GPS to ‘virtually’ walk her home. It also includes an SOS feature, and begins video recording
if the alarm is deployed to collect evidence of a possible crime.
Some anti-rape technologies combine bodily and communications features. For example,
the Personal Guardian, designed to be attached to a bra strap or belt, is activated when two
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buttons are pressed simultaneously. The device connects to a woman’s smartphone which
contacts a monitoring station where staff listen for screams or signs of a struggle, using GPS to
identify location, contact police or relatives as necessary. Other wearables include the Athena
Pendant, the Guardian Angel and the Revolar Instinct. The latter, marketed as a ‘fashionable
device’ with a step counter, is designed to prevent sexual assaults by sending out help alerts and
includes a ‘ring me’ feature which allows users to ring their own phone and excuse themselves
from uncomfortable situations, or “bad dates”. A more recent addition, the Intrepid, is a wearable
bra sticker that can allegedly detect forcible grabbing or touch upon which it sends a distress
signal to the user’s family and friends using Bluetooth and a mobile phone.
Once we had identified these technologies we examined more closely the nature of the claims
made about their assumed role in the prevention of sexual assault. Whilst some developers and
promoters seemed aware that their products were just one potential solution to a much more
complex problem, overwhelmingly the language characterising these devices was about their
ability to end violence against women. Despite grand promises, we argue that there are a number
of problems with these technologies.
Firstly, there is potential for product failure and unintended consequences. For example, for the
communications tools to be effective, a woman must be holding her telephone, must have it
charged, must be in range of a signal, and must be able to engage the app. For those technologies
designed to protect the body, many have the capacity to injure the wearer (e.g. sharp devices
worn internally, electric voltage clothing, anti-rape pants that may not be able to be removed
should medical attention be required). It is also likely that in a time of stress when someone may
be under attack, they may not be able to deploy two buttons at once or find a device on their bra.
There is also the possibility of an assailant being further angered by a woman’s attempt to use
such devices, particularly if he is injured by one, for which there could be serious repercussions.
Additionally, and worryingly, these technologies could become the tool of the coercive controller, as
they offer potential for the increased surveillance of women. Devices that offer remote monitoring
of someone’s location or a ‘follow me’ or ‘I’m here’ feature, for instance, could allow stalkers or
abusers to identify locations as well as regular routines. Women could also be coerced or forced
to remove the anti-rape underwear, or to give consent to the “We Consent” app.
Our second concern is the misplaced responsibilisation for sexual violence. In essence, these
technologies place responsibility on everyone except perpetrators. Foremost, they focus on
women taking routine measures for their own sexual assault prevention, and even in some cases
for collecting their own evidence for the criminal justice system.

In many ways this is nothing new, women have always been
encouraged to consider where they walk, what they wear, how
much they drink, but this responsibilisation is now enhanced by
having to wear or carry new devices to prevent being sexually
assaulted.
Women are frequently blamed for their victimisation[ii] and this could become more intense if
questioned as to why they were not using a safety device, why they had not informed someone of
their whereabouts using an app, or collected evidence of the assault. Not only do these devices
responsibilise women, they also responsibilise friends, family and bystanders to prevent or
intervene in sexual assaults.
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Our third issue concerns what we see as the misrepresentation of rape and sexual assault embodied
in these technologies. Many of these devices feed into the common, and erroneous, assumption
of ‘stranger danger’ – the myth that rapists primarily jump out of bushes late at night[iii]. We
know this type of sexual assault is very rare, and most women are raped by someone known to
them, including partners, relatives, friends and colleagues[iv]. Those technologies based on the
body, such as the anti-rape pants, reinforce the notion of rape as vaginal penetration, suggesting
that if an attacker cannot remove a woman’s pants then she is safe. In reality rape takes many
forms[v] including, for example, forced oral penetration, for which anti-rape pants would not offer
much protection. There is also a heavy focus in the prevention discourse about drug-facilitated
rape, with drugs such as Rohypnol and GHB used to justify technologies such as anti-rape nail
varnish, however studies confirm only a very small number of rapes involve the covert use of such
drugs[vi]. In the most part, alcohol is the rapist’s drug of choice[vii].
The final part of our analysis centres on the fear-mongering and marketing surrounding these
products. The expanded use of these technologies has the potential to normalise sexual assault;
the assumption that ritualistically putting on prevention jewellery or clothing, or using an app
to track your whereabouts, suggest that a woman’s daily activities should incorporate efforts to
prevent sexual violence. This naturalising of constant threat and vigilance is largely tied to the
market. Whilst there are ‘social impact’ or ‘moral entrepreneurs’, often with good intentions, behind
the development of these products, and some are non-profit organizations that put a portion of
proceeds towards education programmes, many are sold for profit through Amazon, and some,
like Guardian Angel, include monthly subscription fees. Tying rape prevention to the market is
highly problematic, not least because even if they were shown to be effective at rape prevention,
which we doubt, many women could not afford these devices or may not own mobile phones.
Rape prevention effectively becomes the privilege of the wealthy.
These devices do not meet the discursive claims of their proponents in terms of solving sexual
violence. Moreover, they are largely depoliticised and decontextualized, and are situated within,
and highly compatible with, neo-liberal culture and capitalism. In essence they further privatise
and individualise the problem of sexual violence taking the polar opposite approach to global
initiatives such as the UN’s 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence. These products
treat sexual violence as an individualised crime – and just as individualised efforts such as selfdefence training for women have not eradicated sexual assault – selling women bodily and
communication technologies to incorporate in their daily lives will not ultimately end the historic
pattern of pervasive sexual violence.
[i] White, D. & McMillan, L. (2017) Innovating the Problem Away? Exploring the Possibilities and Perils of Technologizing
Sexual Assault Prevention, STS (In)Sensibilities, Annual Meeting of the Society for the Social Studies of Science (4S), Boston,
Massachusetts, 30th August – 2nd September
[ii] McMillan, L. & White, D. (2015) Silly Girls’ And ‘Nice Young Lads’: Vilification And Vindication In The Perceptions Of MedicoLegal Practitioners In Rape Cases, Feminist Criminology, 10:279-298
[iii] Du Mont, J. & Parnis, D. (1999).  “Judging women: The pernicious effects of rape mythology”.  Canadian Woman Studies, 19(1
& 2), 102-109
[iv] McMillan, L. (2013) Sexual victimisation: Disclosure, Responses and Impact, in Lombard, N. & McMillan, L. eds. Violence
Against Women: Current Theory and Practice for Working with Domestic Abuse, Sexual Violence and Exploitation, Research
Highlights in Social Work Series, Jessica Kingsley
[v] White, D. & Rees, G. (2014). “Self-defense or undermining the self: Exploring the possibilities and limitations of an anti-rape
technology”.  Violence Against Women, 20(3), 360-368.
[vi] Krebs, C.P., Lindquist, C.H., Warner, T.D., Fisher, B.S. & Martin, S.L. The Campus Sexaul Assault (CSA) Study Final Report,
NIJ Grant No. 2004-WG-BX-0010, Washington: National Institute of Justice
[vii] Horvath, M and Brown, J., (2007) ‘Alcohol as Drug of Choice; is Drug-assisted Rape a
Misnomer?’, Psychology, Crime and Law, 13(5): 417-429.
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SANTA FE SHOOTING: STOP TELLING GIRLS TO PUT MALE FEELINGS FIRST
Shona Craven – The National
25 May 2018

IT first happened when I was seven. A boy in my class tried to give me a giant Valentine’s card,
and a bear holding a heart-shaped “I love you” sign. I said I didn’t want them and he burst into
tears. Big, blubbery, seven-year-old tears, in the middle of the playground. Everyone in the vicinity
stared.
I don’t remember how I ended up in possession of the card and the bear. I suspect a teacher told
me I had to accept them. We were friends, me and the boy. We played together. But I had said no.
The lesson was learned at an early age: his feelings matter more than yours. Look, you’ve upset
him. Why can’t you just be nice?
When I was 12, another boy decided he was “in love” with me. This time we were not friends, in
fact we’d barely ever spoken to each other. We were once home economics desk partners, for a
lesson involving cake decoration, and while I don’t recall the theme of my own creation, his sticks
in the mind. He made a graveyard cake, complete with fondant tombstones.
Despite the fact that we’d never had a proper conversation, he announced to some of our
classmates that if I wouldn’t go out with him, he would kill himself. They gleefully relayed this
news to me, knowing I would be mortified. Once again, the message was clear: this boy’s feelings
were my responsibility. And this time it wasn’t even my behaviour that was the problem, it was my
existence.
Then, at 14, came a campaign of harassment gleefully orchestrated by a group of boys in another
class who quickly discovered that nothing worsens a beamer than a cry of “she’s got a beamer!”
in a crowded corridor. They’d chant the name of another boy at me when I walked across the
school campus between classes, sometimes shoving him into me then hooting with laughter. I
fielded anonymous phone calls telling me that he “deserved to be given a chance”, and endured
relentless pressuring and pestering (the low point of which was being informed that I reminded
him of his dead mother).
In response, I never raised my voice, or caused a scene. After all, doing so was only likely to
encourage them, and escalate the beamer to beetroot. This boy was an oddball, a misfit. He didn’t
have the right trainers, or a cool haircut, or a mother.

Thanks to my female socialisation (“don’t be a bitch”, “it’s a shame
for him”, “you should be flattered”) it didn’t even occur to me to
say firmly and publicly that no meant no.
Shana Fisher said no, and now she’s dead. According to her parents, the 16-year-old from Santa
Fe had endured months of harassment by the time she finally told the boy responsible to “cut it
out”. She even spoke to her mother about her fear of him killing her. And then it happened.
Reading about the build-up to last Friday’s shooting, which also left another seven pupils and
two teachers dead, is chilling. But what’s even more disturbing are the subtle ways in which
discussions of the atrocity make room for the possibility that Shana might have been – at least
partly – to blame for her own murder at that hands of a boy she wanted absolutely nothing to do
with.
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The headlines declaring that the killer was “humiliated” when she turned him down in front of their
peers. The early reports erroneously referring to her as his ex-girlfriend, when she was nothing of
the sort (later reports describe him as the ex-boyfriend of her best friend). “Look what she made
him do” is the subtext. She provoked him into killing her, and others too. She humiliated him –
what did she expect?
Where, in all of this, is Shana Fisher’s humanity? Where is her identity as a vibrant young woman
who loved animals, flowers and art? Why are there more headlines referencing her “spurning”,
“rejecting” and “humiliating” him than ones mentioning him harassing, embarrassing and frightening
her?
Even those trying to correct this imbalance fall into a trap of implicitly suggesting that if the
circumstances had been a little different, Shana’s behaviour would have been unacceptably harsh
or unfair. He’d become aggressive, some point out. He was her friend’s ex-boyfriend, stress others.
In other words, in these particular circumstances she was entirely justified in turning him down.
The implication being that if he had kept his pestering below a certain threshold, and hadn’t
previously dated one of her friends, it would have been unreasonable for her to say no.
This needs to stop, immediately. No-one should be required to give a reason when rejecting the
offer of a date. No-one is entitled to the time or attention of another person, regardless of any gifts
given or grand gestures made. That’s simply not how relationships work, despite what decades of
Hollywood “romantic comedies” might have us believe.
If a seven-year-old girl is having her pigtails pulled, don’t say “maybe that means he likes you”.
If a 12-year-old is being bombarded with unwanted texts or snaps, don’t say “maybe you should
give him a chance”.
Don’t tease teenagers about their friendships with classmates of the opposite sex, even if to you
it’s all just a bit of fun. And don’t fall into the trap of assuming your own kids could never become
bullies.
Remember Shana Fisher. Forget his name.
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THE SCOTTISH LEFT MUST DO MORE ON SEXUAL VIOLENCE
Hailey Maxwell – Conter
27 November 2017

Saturday marked the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women and the
beginning of 16 Days of Action Against Gender Based Violence, a campaign which runs until
International Human Rights Day on 10 December. With thousands of women speaking up on
sexual violence, Hailey Maxwell argues the Scottish left needs to be doing more...
Violence against women and girls, including domestic abuse, rape, sexual assault, sexual
harassment, commercial sexual exploitation, human trafficking, and so-called ‘honour based’
violence, continue to be prevalent across society. The destructive effect of this violence is felt by
individual women and girls, and ripples across society, touching everyone. It cripples public and
voluntary services and degrades any notion that democracy, dignity or freedom are operative
values in society. Eliminating gender-based discrimination needs to be central to any strategy that
hopes to transform Scotland, whether it be as an independent nation or within the UK.
The scale and ubiquity of sexual violence in the West has been a frequent topic of conversation for
the past month. A catalogue of disclosures made by high-profile men and women involving highprofile perpetrators is steadily growing by the day. #MeToo continues to facilitate confessions,
disclosures and solidarity, providing individuals without mainstream media platforms the opportunity
to speak, be heard and to hear others in public discourse around sexual violence across digital
space.
I initially began writing this piece as an outraged response to the lack of support for women I
perceived from men in the Scottish Left in the early phases of the allegations against Harvey
Weinstein and the first few days of #MeToo. I felt that people, organisations and institutions I
respected were not taking the disclosures seriously enough and were not framing the issue of
sexual violence at work as an issue crucial to trade unions and the labour movement. In the first
week there was nothing official from any left wing parties or trade unions. I wondered if it would
have made a difference if the disclosures were made in Catalan.
Legend has it that in the 1970s, when asked his opinion of the French Revolution, Zhou En-lai
(first Premier of the People’s Republic of China alongside Chairman Mao) responded: “too soon
to tell.” Whether En-Lai was speaking about the French Revolution of 1789, 1830 or 1968 is
unclear, yet his reticence to formulate a conclusion points towards the notion of political and social
paradigm shifts as being open-ended rather than final.
The velocity of our increasingly automated and largely digital culture means there is a pressure
and tendency to make instant, hyperbolic judgements on everything we see and to share
these judgements immediately, screaming into the same, internet-based echo chamber as our
enlightened friends. As such, despite prompting a welcome discussion around issues of sexual
violence, it’s far too early to say what long-term, large-scale cultural or political transformations, if
any, will be brought in by #MeToo.
As with the aftermath of the Grenfell Tower tragedy, initial shock and sympathy has begun to
become replaced by open scorn and victim blaming. We can point to a number of significant,
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necessary and outstanding victories achieved in the liberation of women over the course of history
and agree that these cumulative successes are something to be happy about. However, the work
of ending violence against women and girls, and the radical restructuring of society needed to
achieve this, is not yet done.
Sexual violence includes but is not limited to commercial exploitation and human trafficking, rape,
sexual abuse, sexual harassment, grooming, groping, voyeurism and the sharing of indecent
images without consent.

In 2015, 51% of the Scottish population were women. Research
suggests 25% of women will experience at least one form of
sexual violence in their lifetime.
Scottish Women’s Aid defines domestic abuse as “a pattern of controlling, coercive, threatening,
degrading and/or violent behaviour, including sexual violence, by a partner or ex-partner.” The
conversation around violence against women and girls is not intended to minimise or exclude the
experiences of men who have survived either domestic or sexual violence, but “what about the
men?” is a common diversionary question asked by those uncomfortable with empirical evidence.
Statistics show that abuse is overwhelmingly perpetrated by men and experienced by women,
and men are more likely to be abused by another man than they are by a woman. More men are
likely to be disgusted and upset by violence against women and girls than to be perpetrators.
It has never been a secret that sexual violence and misogyny transcends party lines – and why
should we think otherwise? It’s partly due to a real fear on the part of this author that any mention
of specific well-known figures or scandals in the Scottish Left would prompt a vicious social media
backlash that this response has had more time to ferment. There is nothing constructive about
chastising socialist men for not tweeting that they think sexual harassment is bad.
But there are still plenty of men and women who identify as being on the Left who are not sold on
the basic idea that gender equality directly impacts on improving societal conditions for everyone,
much more than constitutional change on its own. Still, for groups who insist we can resolve a
host of complex hurdles challenges and become a successful independent nation, the simple
concept of mandatory gender-balancing in panel discussions is apparently a totally unachievable
and impossible task.
As such, it’s much more productive to make the case to all self-identified opponents of capitalism
that there can be no meaningful revolutionary change which is not fundamentally feminist, and that
change requires political opinion to be evidence-based, rooted in the contemporary and translate
into action in the real world of lived experience.
This recommendation applies to everyone on the gender spectrum – surely we can all agree that
emotional and rhetorical utterances on the internet, no matter how woke or witty, are no longer
effective or meaningful forms of political action. Anti-capitalist organisations in Scotland, both
Unionist or in support of Independence, need to seriously consider how any future society which
has not eliminated gender inequality could possibly be any different from the one we live in now.
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We easily accept Capitalism as a self-reproducing and self-perpetuating system which effects
and involves everyone in society, however the notion that Patriarchy works in the same way is
more quickly challenged. Patriarchy establishes the asymmetric power relationships in terms of
ownership of property and labour and is the structure around which social life is organised from
the way individuals perceive themselves, from the conservative model of the family, to more largescale techniques of biopower such as social security or health policies. As such, it is vital that
united opponents of capitalism come to the consensus that the patriarchal organisation of society
is the foundation upon which capitalism builds its architecture.
In the prosecution of criminal offences, there is a scale of charges based on the perceived
seriousness of an incident. However, when panel show pundits and Twitterati rhetorically compare
allegations on a scale of severity to demonstrate that one complaint such as of an unwelcome
hand touching a knee trivialises the seriousness of a rape complaint for example, this does two
unhelpful things.
One, it suggests that we should expect that our bodily autonomy won’t always be respected.
Secondly, it treats abuse as unconnected, standalone acts, rather than as part of a chain or
pattern of behaviour which often starts with small gestures that wound, disempower and then
escalate.
While the Left broadly recognises these kinds of incremental oppressions within structures and
systems of class-based violence, grand narrative thinkers often fail to apply the frameworks
used to understand power on a societal scale i.e class stratification, to interpersonal interactions
between two individual political subjects.
It has become clear that people who easily recognise seedlings of gentrification at the sight of a
single pop-up cereal café in a working-class area, are unable to recognise that a hand on a knee
is on principle an unacceptable violation of a person’s bodily autonomy, indicative of possible
further violations in the future.
Interpersonal violence, no matter how ‘small’, is about power and control, and as such has no place
whatsoever in radical politics on principle. Misogyny and violence against women is a symptom
of authoritarianism, imperialism and white supremacy, both on the part of the perpetrator and the
society which produced him.
A frequent refrain in Scotland, a fallacy frequently espoused by well-known members of the Scottish
Commentariat who have built lucrative media careers upon their insistent self-identification as
working-class, is that feminism only appeals to white middle-class women and does not care
about working-class people. “Do you think people queuing at the foodbank care about gender
equality?” they crow.
Disavowals of gender inequality like these show a real ignorance of the way poverty is experienced
in reality. It also flies in the face the dedicated work of voluntary organisations like Rape Crisis
Scotland and Scottish Women’s Aid, who have built radically governed organisations from the
ground which have lobbied governments, enacted change within criminal justice, advocated,
educated, supported and housed thousands of women and children for over 40 years from
Shetland to the Borders.
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It seems that particular people who perceive themselves as being on the Left, who openly balk at
the mention of the word ‘feminism’, either have no idea or refuse to engage with the fact that the
evils of neoliberal capitalism they are so ardently opposed to, disproportionately affect women in
every area (particularly BME women).
As a movement, we have not collectively considered and agreed that a co-ordinated, gendered
approach would likely enact more impactful and sustainable improvements for the lives of the
Scottish working-class in general. And this is because many on the Left – who can more easily
recognise racial inequality, and many of whom very much identify asymmetric power between
nations in the UK – cannot stomach and accept the basic facts of gender inequality.
In 2015, the Scottish Women’s Budget group published Plan F: A Feminist Economic Strategy
for a Caring and Sustainable Economy, a set of recommendations for wealth redistribution which
reflects the reality of lived experience and the roles people play in society. Gendered budgeting
is about prioritising spending to ensure it reflects the needs of citizens and recognises the need
to collect statistical data which can demonstrate who accesses social security why they need it.
This approach does not aestheticise macho, heroic socialist utopias gone-by or consider internet
memes as helpful expression of class consciousness. There is no need for a faultless ‘absolute
boy’ to lead us to salvation. A gendered approach to budgeting and social security simply proposes
that we collect evidence about how poverty is experienced and assess this within the context of
nuanced power dynamics in society and uses this information to plot realistic, achievable ways to
redistribute wealth and resources to those who need them most.

We accept that zero-hour contracts are exploitative, depriving
workers of respect, certainty and rights in the workplace.
According to the Office for National Statistics, women make up a bigger proportion of those reporting
working on zero-hours contracts (52%) compared with women in employment not on zero-hours
contracts (47%). This disproportion is likely due to the overrepresentation of women working in
sectors worst hit by zero-hour contracts like cleaning, catering, social care and education.
It’s self-evident that the erosion of the welfare state in the form of cuts and the reform of social
security enacted by Westminster inflict oppression on working-class people. Under 2015 welfare
reforms, families will not receive child tax credits or the child element of Universal Credit payments
for third or subsequent children.
The list of alarming problems regarding this reform is seemingly endless – and it’s fundamentally
a direct attack on the reproductive rights of women and attributes civic worth to children. Both
gestures demonstrate a will to prevent poorer people from ‘overbreeding.’ Families with moral,
cultural or religious oppositions towards abortion or contraception may find themselves in extremely
difficult positions.
The ‘Rape Clause’ of this piece of policy - whereby a woman can still receive the payment if she
discloses and evidences that her child was conceived through rape - is one of the most directly
harmful, inhumane and misogynistic articulations of state bureaucracy this country has witnessed
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and as such, no womens’ organisation or healthcare provider in Scotland has agreed to collude
with it.
Given the recent revelations about the scale of sexual harassment in Westminster by male MPs
against other elected representatives, it’s hardly a surprise that a piece of policy as vile as this
would be directed at lower-income women and their children.
As Universal Credit is to be made as a single household payment, anyone living with domestic
abusers will be at risk of further economic co-dependence and for many will make the prospect of
escape extremely difficult. And these are not small numbers of people potentially affected: between
2015-16 58,810 incidents of domestic abuse were recorded by Police Scotland.
According to Child Poverty Action Group in Scotland, 25% of children in Scotland are living in
poverty and as such can expect worse outcomes, lower incomes, poorer health and earlier deaths
than their more affluent peers. These children have households, and of the 291,000 children
living in lone parent households, 92% of these lone parents are mothers. Access to affordable
childcare, flexible working and maternity rights in the workplace matter a great deal.
We’re lucky in Scotland that the Government is willing to listen and cooperate on the issue
of gender based violence. This week, the Scottish Government released the 118 action point
delivery plan of Equally Safe Strategy and announced extra investment in the sexual violence
preventative education programme delivered by Rape Crisis Scotland centres to include 11
extra local authority areas. This continued investment in long-term cultural change is extremely
significant and demonstrates effective partnership working between the government, schools and
voluntary organisations.
So what can Conter readers do? Organisations and groups on the Left outside the state or third
sector would benefit from taking a gender based approach, investing in training around trauma,
educating themselves about feminist governance models. Collectives must seriously consider
the purpose of their work when ‘the cause’ trumps ethics in the case of individuals within groups
perpetrating abuse and should develop robust, fair and safe processes to manage situations like
these.
Organisations like Scottish Women’s Aid, Engender, Zero Tolerance, Rape Crisis Scotland,
Amina and Shakti Women’s Aid and White Ribbon are all excellent and deserving of practical
support in the form of money, time and labour. While some socialist men might feel alienated
from feminism as an ideological framework, it’s worth abstracting how socialist values of labour,
ownership, horizontality and human rights are positioned within feminism to clarify the value of it
as a complementary system of thought.

Everyone regardless of gender can make a point of finding out
about the experiences of women in relation to health, care-giving,
violence and within the workforce. Men can think about how they
personally reflect their political values through their inter-personal
behaviour, particularly with regards to feelings of entitlement to
space and audience.
When proposing political change, it has to be clear what ‘change’ means, what it hopes to achieve
and who benefits from that change with attention to detail, nuance and evidence, rather than
relying solely on emotion, ego and individual opinion. Neither national sovereignty or a Labour
Party win can make any discernible or sustainable difference to living conditions a without targeted,
strategic approach to ending economic exploitation and deprivation – and the specific place of
women and the types of labour they perform need to be given appropriate attention.
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EXHIBITION REVIEW. ANTONY CONNELLY AT MINUS: “IF YOU GOT THE
MONEY”
Hailey Maxwell – CABLE Magazine
November 2017

Antony Connelly’s debut solo show If You Got the Money closed its doors on 31st October,
following a 3-week run. Connelly’s bold and compelling visual language retells the story of the
artist’s confrontation with the sex trade whilst travelling in Thailand and Cambodia. Far exceeding
a self-serving catharsis of White Guilt or a voyeuristic exploration of the more sordid aspects of
global inequality, Connelly’s vivid, haunting dancers demand both empathy and responsibility
from the privileged viewer.
The artist is a breath of fresh air – an autodidact almost entirely independent of the ‘Glasgow
Miracle’ machine. He is cheerful, confident in his work and sincere in his engagement with ideas.
Connelly grew up in Paisley’s ill-famed Ferguslie Park and had little success pursuing formal
artistic training beyond secondary school; describing his relationship with art school as one of
mutual incompatibility. In 2013 he found himself at loose end between working two jobs and more
than a few late nights, and decided to go travelling in South-East Asia. The scale and callousness
of the commercial sex trade in Thailand and Cambodia left a lasting impression on the then
23-year-old artist, and the issue of sexual exploitation driven by global inequality has become
the principle theme of his work. If You Got the Money comprised a small selection of paintings
developed out of this project. The exhibition was hosted by Minus, a fledgling curatorial project
which has occupied the single-room basement of a watchmaker in Glasgow’s Trongate with a
series of five exhibitions this year.
Connelly’s paintings are significant in that they synthesise a concern with perception and affect;
the experience of spectatorship – with the ethics of looking and seeing morally unacceptable
things. They are honest confessions of the artist’s emotional response to a sight which horrified
him – articulated carefully and without projecting expertise about the subject matter. The viewer
is seduced into the florescent light of Connelly’s interior spaces by luminous, plastic figures which
dance strangely across the canvas. As the eye adjusts- struggles – to come to terms with the
uneasy, contorted forms of the dancers, one slowly becomes aware of a growing sense of dread.
The forms are isolated and ambiguous – gelatinous in texture they are faceless, biomorphic
and androgynous – their smooth, suggestive contours and bright colours uncomfortably at odds
with impossibly angled limbs. A thin white line anchoring the figure in position is present in each
scene – a symbol of the invisible economic and cultural architecture which confines many people
in South East Asia within prostitution.
The composition of some of his paintings, and certainly his drawings, are highly reminiscent of the
Paris Dada bachelor machines of Marcel Duchamp and Francis Picabia, or of Surrealist automatic
drawing. However Connelly’s aesthetic is entirely free from the more malicious, misogynistic
aspects of work like Picabia’s Fille née sans mère (Girl Born Without a Mother), (1915) or Hans
Bellmer’s La Poupée (1936). The drawings are diagrammatic; bold continuous lines spun into
strange contraptions. I was surprised to learn that Connelly’s drawings in fact began as sketches
for sculptures, and that work on the dancers began with a view to making installations. He tells
me that the drawings took on a life of their own, progressing from sketches to loose figures with a
painterly quality, to works on canvas.
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While the artist’s sculptural work is still in the planning stages and the exhibition at Minus sadly did
not feature any graphic works on paper, I am extremely glad to have been able to experience the
paintings in isolation. In a visual culture which is in many ways an endlessly scrollable feed, which
places images of violence and degradation to adverts and animal videos, and which absolutely
normalises violence against women in particular, it is difficult to keep making the argument that
the documentary images of brutality can make a lasting, transformative impact on the viewer.
Indeed, while hope remains that guilt and shame are still ethically operative within society – in
the digital realm, the notion of a documentary image – a photograph or video footage- containing
reality and truth has never been more challenged or open to abuse. Politically and socially, no-one
is immune to having their every public utterance challenged and judged without consideration of
evidence or truth. Paintings, however, frequently inspire iconoclasm by silently reserving the right
to be both inherently artificial and profoundly truthful.
The artist cites Marlene Dumas, Basquiat and Willem de Kooning as influences – but the most
palpable and rather fascinating parallel can be drawn between Connelly and Francis Bacon, the
artist who produced the most devastating visions of human misery ever painted. The most enduring
similarity between Connelly and Bacon goes beyond the stylistic; both Bacon and Connelly force
the viewer to encounter and contemplate the intolerable, bodily suffering of others as an ethical
act. A striking moment of confrontation with the intolerable was an experience Connelly had in a
bar one night Bangkok’s Patpong Night Market. “We ordered the beers and sat at a table near the
entrance and a man popped up from nowhere with a laminated menu. The menu said ‘SUPER
PUSSY’ at the top in all caps Comic Sans. It was basically a selection of activities you could do
with a girl of your choosing from the bar. We asked the guy to leave us alone and when he was
about to walk away, a middle-aged Aussie approached and asked to see the menu. He asked us
what we were ‘having’ and we told him we were fine with the beer. He said “Aww boys! You not
having a play with any of these meat puppets?” We slammed the beers and left. This whole project
started as a kind of visual reaction to him calling these other human beings “meat puppets”” This
evocation of meat as a symbol of dehumanisation and cannibalistic consumption by Connelly is
striking; in his masterful book on Bacon, French philosopher Gilles Deleuze wrote that the artist’s
principle demand of viewer is to, “Pity the meat!” he wrote- “Meat is undoubtedly the chief object of
Bacon’s pity, his only object of pity, his Anglo-Irish pity… it retains all the sufferings and assumes
all the colours of living flesh. It manifests such convulsive pain and vulnerability, but also such
delightful invention, colour, and acrobatics.” In his analysis, Deleuze himself uses the idea of meat
evoked by the excessive bodies painted by Bacon, to call for the invention of new ideas in political
action to tackle the barbarism of the present.
Where Bacon frequently emphasised the abject, violated state of bodies by painting visceral,
muddied, deformed figures or by physically damaging the surface of the canvas – Connelly’s
figures for the most part, retain a bodily dignity. The artist evokes disorientation, sensory assault
and contortion without subjecting his figures to sadistic degradation; he hints at violence through
a masterful and subtle use of colour rather than texture. The viewer’s perception of the rupturing
misery of the dancers is slow-burning, achieved through contemplation and unmasking rather
than a feeling located in a moment of shock or tactile discomfort. In some works, the dancers
appear resilient, flexible and capable of transformation; their environments artificial. While Bacon’s
tormented figures communicate the artist’s views on the human condition in the register of his
somewhat nihilistic, post-war context of the 1960s; Connelly’s dream-like theatres of cruelty are
reflections of contemporary social and economic conditions and could- through political will and
time – change.
Thailand’s reputation for commercial sexual exploitation and in particular, sex tourism, is as wellknown as the country’s ancient monuments and extraordinary landscape, despite prostitution,
sexual harassment and rape being illegal.
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According to a UNAIDS report, in 2014 there were around 123,530
people engaged in commercial sexual exploitation in Thailand.
However the continued ubiquity of prostitution within an extremely socially conservative culture is
driven by the complex interplay of many factors, and has transformed somewhat as the country
has made remarkable progress in social and economic development, moving from a low-income
to upper-income country within a generation. Indeed, while research interest in Thailand’s sex
industry peaked in the 1990s, there have been few recent attempts to re-evaluate the situation.
This research concentrated overwhelmingly on the supply aspect of the industry; particularly the
interplay between rural poverty, trafficking and urbanisation as an explanation for women’s routes
into prostitution.
Poverty remains acute in certain regions, particularly in North East, North, and Deep South,
however overall poverty in the country declined substantially over the last three decades from
67% in 1986 to just 7.2% for some periods of 2015. The stability of this achievement is however,
extremely vulnerable to the impact of environmental change and shocks to the global market. In
Thailand today, despite these economic improvements, prostitution remains a flourishing industry
which takes place within in a variety of diverse venues – from the neon lit, expensive tourist
bars, to bathing-sauna-massage parlours, to squalid rooms staffed by debt-bonded refugees. It is
estimated that Pattaya alone has more than a thousand illegal brothels, fronted by entertainment
venues and massage parlours. The city is visited by over 5 million tourists annually.
The role of culturally specific articulations of gender and sexuality and intimate relationship norms
within a highly patriarchal society was less well-researched. As a result of this focus on supply
above demand, to a large extent in Western media, Thailand was perceived as essentially a brothel
for White Western men, while the purchase of both adult and child prostitutes by indigenous men
was somewhat minimised. Furthermore, Rohingya men, women, and children (who are frequently
detained indefinitely across Thailand while fleeing Myanmar/Burma) as well as over three million
migrant workers from neighbouring Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam are extremely vulnerable to
abuse, trafficking, indefinite detention, and exploitation.

According to a 2010 report by the US Department of State; in
2007, the scale of commercial paedophilia practiced by both
by citizens and by foreign tourists was on such a scale that an
estimated 60,000 children under 18 were available for purchase.
Thailand implemented a comprehensive anti-trafficking law in 2008 and while NGOs insist that
there has been a significant and welcome shift away from the open purchase of children as young
as 8, the lack of enforcement capacity and high levels of corruption within the government is
considered to one of the main barriers to eradicating child prostitution from the country.
The artist’s visit to the Cambodian coastal resort of Sihanoukville revealed the disturbing reality
of child prostitution. Connelly recalled; “I saw a bar that was filled with local women and children
sitting and standing almost as if they were on display. A friend informed me that they were probably
all sex workers, including the kids. I couldn’t believe it really, but I remember I kept looking over to
see what was happening and every now and again a man (usually middle-aged and White) would
go over, start talking, take one of the women by the hand and then they’d walk off. That night I
seen two of the kids being taken by the hand and lead off towards the strip of hotels behind the
beach. It hit me like a brick and made me feel genuinely sick. This was all happening right in the
main night life area of this town. In plain sight.”
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Five years after the enforcement of the UN General Assembly’s Palermo Protocol on trafficking,
the Cambodian Government introduced the Law on the Suppression of Human Trafficking and
Sexual Exploitation (2008), to suppress human trafficking and sexual exploitation according to
its UN obligations and to address the country’s AIDs epidemic; one of the worst in Asia. With
a population of 15.25 million, Cambodia has developed from one of the poorest countries in
Asia – in a state of total collapse in the 1970s – to one of the fastest-growing economies in
the region.. Economic opportunities for citizens are still limited; more than 70% of Cambodians
still live on less than $3 a day. The situation is particularly bad for women, who according to
the Asian Development Bank earn an average of only 27 cents for every dollar earned by a
man, with agriculture and low-paid factory work providing the biggest source of employment for
women and children. According to The Guardian, men will pay between £600 and £3,000 to rent
a virgin for up to a week. Significant steps have been taken by government in partnership with
NGOs to reduce child exploitation and according to the US base charity the International Justice
Mission, there has been some reduction. The estimate that child prostitution, which made up
15-30% of the Cambodian sex industry fell to around 7% 2012. However it is highly likely that
the targeting of brothels has driven much of the trade underground. Indeed, research published
in the journal Health and Human Rights in 2015 suggested that the 2008 legislation change had
left female prostitutes more vulnerable to physical danger and less able to access healthcare. By
2009, 96% of the estimated 35,000 women in the Cambodian sex trade working outside brothels,
mostly in entertainment venues or on the street.
Economic development on its own is clearly not enough to tackle commercial sexual exploitation.
Legislation is only effective in so far as the police and judiciary are capable and willing to enforce
the law and to pursue perpetrators rather than criminalising or detaining prostitutes. Changes to
conservative social attitudes towards gender relations and sex in general are crucial if significant
change is to be made. Increased opportunities for women in terms of education, economic and
political participation are crucial factors in reducing both violence against women and poverty, in
South-East Asia as well as the rest of the world.
On the issue of men’s violence against women and children by men, Connelly is optimistic that
progress can be made. He says “It doesn’t really help when people are voting chauvinistic, narrowminded scumbags into literally the most powerful position in the world though. Young men need
positive role models that teach equality from the get go. My mum is a feminist, and spoke about
equality not only between men and women but between everyone regardless of sex, race or
sexuality.” In an art-world both deeply cynical and to a large extent, still enamoured of the myth of
the single, White male artist-as-genius, Connelly’s conviction and lack of ego inspires some hope
that some creative practitioners are sincerely eager to be agents of social change as citizens, as
well as artists.
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WORDS FOR WOUNDS
Katie McPeake – Glasgow Guardian
13 September, 2018

You never think it will happen to you until it does. It sneaks up on you in the most unpredictable
way, an abrupt ambush on your self-sanctity. One day you are the same old you, the next you find
yourself another statistic in a sea of both men and women alike. It did not happen the scary way it
is so commonly portrayed in the media, with some shifty stranger in unfamiliar surroundings, like
the well-feared dark alley we are warned not to walk down alone. Perhaps what was much scarier,
what they don’t warn you about, is the proximity of the perpetrator in your life.
For so long I blamed myself; I blamed carelessly intoxicating my body beyond its limits. It was
much easier to accept that it was an evening of alcohol-fuelled recklessness, just a drunken regret,
than to acknowledge the harsh reality of the situation. Confusion plagued me as the definition I
created for myself became blurred, constantly filled with self-doubt and denial. I did not want to
speak up in fear of not being taken seriously. I feared that because my situation did not fit the
societal stereotype, that it was not valid.
Let me tell you, it is valid. It was only through opening up to close friends and confiding in them
that I came to this understanding. I realised that I should not have been frightened to explain my
experience as by doing so I found a supportive network of peers. I sadly found out that too many
of those dearest to me had been through something similar; a heart-breaking proportion of young
women in my life also affected by this.

We found solidarity in our heartache, bonded over the waves of
survivor’s guilt. I was no longer alone.
Following the devastating news of Rape Crisis Scotland’s funding being cut, I instantly knew I had
to help. This indispensable charity has been there for so many, working wonders for a community
often shamed by society for their experiences; a charity that helps women realise they are not
alone and that they are most certainly not to blame. So many suffer in silence that I decided I
wanted to create a safe space, a harmonious ambience where people felt comfortable to discuss
their pasts and show how they have grown. I wanted people to experience the same solidarity I
had been so lucky to find. It was then I came up with the idea for Words for Wounds.
A spoken word night seemed appropriate as it allowed a creative outlet for people to freely express
themselves. Words for Wounds, so brilliantly named by my close friend, was designed to be a
healing space, a place to leave feeling empowered and enlightened. With the name decided, I
contacted the West End staple that is Tchai-Ovna about hosting my event there. This place is truly
a safe haven, tucked away with its cosy interior, comforting fairy lights and soul-warming pots of
tea – I couldn’t think of a better venue. As I was waiting for a reply, I decided to contact two friends
who are local artists, inviting them to sell their work at my event, both of whom decided to create
custom illustrations and prints for the evening. Being friends with writers also had its perks when
it came to the organisation, as my friends enthusiastically volunteered to read their work aloud. I
was delighted when the wonderful staff of Tchai-Ovna wholeheartedly supported me and within
the space of a few hours, the event was organised.
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All that was left to do was to spread the word through social media, where the Facebook event
received more attention than I ever thought it would. Due to the overwhelming interest, I decided
a raffle would be a great way to raise extra funds on the night. I contacted Glasgow based author
Chris McQueer, who donated a signed copy of his book, and Roobs from GRLCLB who gifted
Words for Wounds an extensive collection of hand printed t-shirts and tote bags. From there, I
received a plethora of prizes from other Glasgow based companies, which created a real sense of
community as people really do make Glasgow. This city is truly magical in terms of making things
happen.
I was, and still am, in shock as I cannot believe that this small event I single-handedly organised
ended up raising over £450 for Glasgow Rape Crisis. The process itself allowed me, and so many
others, to heal and become empowered by our experiences. I finally attained that crucial step of
closure through the support and encouragement of my peers, but also through the kindness of my
city. I hope that others can learn from this, learn that they can turn their negative experiences into
positives, and learn that you are never alone, that someone, somewhere will always be there to
support you, especially in this wonderful city.
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THE EVERYDAY RESISTANCE OF SURVIVING SEXUAL VIOLENCE
Rosie Hilton – The Student
15 March 2018

This week, The Student’s theme is ‘Resistance’: a word encompassing many actions, people and
movements. Resistance has taken many forms, existing historically at moments of suppression
and injustice. At the moment, we see it outside our university buildings each morning, holding
protest signs and standing against cruel cuts and the steady commodification of education.
There was resistance in the reams of emails sent to our Vice-Chancellor, the masses present in
Bristo Square on Monday 26 February, and the students arriving at picket lines armed with flasks
of coffee and solidarity. Currently, resistance is looking like a very specific thing. It looks like action.
As humans with varying degrees of privilege, we have a responsibility to be active in tackling the
harm we see done to others. We have an obligation to turn up, to write, to donate, or to teach.
When you are born into a structure of inequality that places you at the top, it is up to you to attempt
to deconstruct it. We must never mistake privilege or luck, for hard work and talent. Resistance as
a privileged person is being aware of that privilege, and wielding it to elevate marginalised voices
rather than to drown them out.
Although this is true, there is certainly multiplicity to the word ‘resistance’, and sometimes,
depending on your situation, it is a lot less tangible than targeted direct action. For this week’s
edition, we reached out across the internet for stories of individual acts of resistance. Below
are five stories of what it can mean to resist, highlighting the heterogeneous nature of fighting
oppression. It is not always collective and loud. Sometimes it is quiet, and strikingly personal.
This year we saw the rise of #MeToo, a movement which solidified and validated an experience
which had always been confined to whispered conversations between close friends. It was
desperately and undeniably necessary, a collective realisation that what is happening – on
screens, in restaurants, on campuses – is not something we can remain complicit in. I remain
infinitely grateful to the many survivors who spoke up, to the many people who replied ‘we believe
you’, and to those who said ‘we must be better.’ Amongst all of this, however, the emotional strain
the movement put on survivors went ignored.
I was sexually assaulted over three years ago. I can’t remember it, but what I can remember,
and what often becomes not just a memory, but a constantly repeating process of recovery, is
the vulnerability I felt in the aftermath. I would cry without warning at school, at parties, and in
clubs. I felt constantly exposed and at risk, and a cat call was enough to trigger a panic attack.
My resistance was overcoming this, it was feeling disbelieved by those close to me and tackling
it, in part, on my own. Resisting was an inherent part of attending doctor’s appointments and
counselling sessions to repeat the same story in the same diluted script.
When the #MeToo movement was at its peak, detailed retellings of sexual violence were
everywhere. Twitter, Facebook, and almost every newspaper became minefields for my mental
health. The quantity and extremity of the stories being told was exhausting. Navigating each day
became almost as difficult as it had done in the immediate aftermath of the original trauma. The
endless conversations demanding well articulated, feminist arguments were impossible.
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I felt guilty for not participating in the hashtag or speaking out, but I was so tired. For that moment,
resistance was getting by.
As someone who is white, cisgender, and privileged in a million different ways, I have a responsibility
to speak out when I see a system that benefits me harming others. But as a survivor, my main
responsibility is to look after myself. During #MeToo, resistance meant deleting Twitter from my
phone, and not checking the news quite so much. It meant being thankful for the movement, and
singing its praises, but temporarily removing myself from it to avoid a move back to square one.
The existence of my words on this page show that I now feel able to attach myself to those stories
again, and to become actively involved in loud and collective resistance. Because a million other
women more radical than I have made it possible, I have added my voice to the chorus of those
fighting back, but it has taken me a long time to feel able to do so. Accepting that, and looking after
myself in the mean time, was a form of resistance in itself.
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TIME’S UP
Elsa, Anna, Kirsty from Dingwall Academy – Stand Up! RASASH
6 August 2018

You picture their face, you quicken your pace, but there is no escape.  
From the pain in your head, that feeling of dread, inside.  
What they did was not right, their grip was too tight.  
You close your eyes but you only picture that night.  
You feel embarrassed, like it’s yourself to blame, the shame.  
There are millions of you that feel the same.  
There is help out there, people who care, somewhere you can share your stories without judgement,
without shame, because you are not to blame.

Stacey was only 17 years old that night she was told that if she said no or tried to get up and go,
they would spread the word, of Stacey, the sluttiest bird.  
The pain she endured is one that cannot be cured.  
Silenced by society, doesn’t Stacey deserve to be happy?  
1 in 5 women are pressured into sex.  
In sexual assault, violence is the cause and consequence.  
Sexualisation of an object or person is leading us to a society worse than being raped on the
street.  

OH WAIT. That is what we will meet if we do not defeat this idea of ‘asking for it’.  
Because the way that you flirt, the length of your skirt is no reason for them to insert.  
Boys will be boys, will play with boys’ toys.  
Born into a world of pink or blue, conditioning genders is nothing new.  
But boys should not be boys, and people abusing them should not be white noise.  
No matter how you’re told to behave, raging hormones and grabbing waists is not a teenage
phase.  

RASASH is more than just a helpline. We strive for a world that doesn’t define our people by the
length of our hemline.  
It’s up to you to make a stand, it’s up to you to you to demand a zero-tolerance society. Don’t we
all deserve to be happy?  
For us, this is the end of our rhyme, and oh rape? You are out of time!  
Time’s Up.
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WOLVES IN FEMINIST CLOTHING
Georgina Hayes – Glasgow Guardian
25 January, 2018

Harassers adapt to intersectional politics, on campus and beyond
This article contains information about and descriptions of sexual assault, harassment and/or
violence that some may find triggering or upsetting.
Unless you’ve been living under a pop culture rock (or, perhaps, aren’t as obsessed with awards
season as I am), you will be aware that earlier this month at the Golden Globes, women took a
stand. Many of us watched in wonderment as a plethora of Hollywood’s most powerful women
arrived at the ceremony wearing black, a Time’s Up pin, and in many cases brought an activist as
their plus one. In response to #MeToo and powerful men finally being held accountable for their
predatory behaviour, over 300 notable women in the entertainment industry have recognised their
relative privilege and set up a legal defence fund for women across all sectors and walks of life
that have experienced sexual harassment or assault. Addressing their “sisters”, these women
– from Meryl Streep to Shonda Rhimes to Emma Watson – offer one very simple, hopeful and
unified message: We stand with you. We support you.
Although some may sneer at this movement – and perhaps even dismiss it as a feeble stance
created by and created for the Hollywood elite – it’s undeniably captured the world’s attention. The
Time’s Up campaign has already received millions upon millions of dollars in donations towards
its legal defence fund, and powerful men everywhere are scrambling to show their support for the
movement.
The thing is, not all of these men are what we hope and think they are: many of them are selfproclaimed feminists and liberal, pop-culture darlings; and yet some of them, kept closely to their
chests and hidden behind their Time’s Up pins, are the very men that this campaign is trying to
protect women from. James Franco and now Aziz Ansari, for example, both have three things
in common: they were both Golden Globe winners that night, they were both wearing Time’s Up
pins, and they have both since been publicly accused of sexual misconduct and/or harassment.
But this phenomenon of some self-proclaimed “feminist” men actually being sexual predators is
not exclusive to Hollywood, it’s endemic in our university campuses too, and very rarely talked
about. In the often desperate and sometimes futile quest to get a fellow male student to call
himself a feminist, we can sometimes forget that when they do proudly wear the feminist badge,
not all of them deserve to wear it.
At the beginning of my first year in Glasgow, I met a boy on my course that was the polar opposite
of everything I’d grown to resent about teenage boys during my final years at school: he didn’t
sneer or change the subject when we talked about politics – instead, he was a self-identified
intersectional feminist and socialist. With a few more years on my side, and having made many
male friends since, I’m far less naive to the bullshit novelty of being satisfied with the mere act of
self-alignment with intersectional ideals, but at the time, I was genuinely excited to be friends with
a guy my own age who shared my beliefs.
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The friendship was short-lived. A few days into knowing him, he asked me on a date, to which I
said no but that I wanted to be his friend. I’d just gotten out of a difficult relationship and I wasn’t
attracted to him anyway. After making it explicitly clear that the only thing I was interested in was
friendship and assuming that he’d respect that, I continued to hang out with him, albeit less often.
One night, he came back to a small flat party with myself and some friends from a freshers’ event
at the QMU. When the night was drawing to an end, I wanted to ask him to leave. I wanted to,
but I didn’t – I didn’t want to upset him or have him think that I was being presumptuous about
his intentions. He was, after all, a friend. He didn’t want to walk home at night (the party was at
Queen Margaret halls and he lived at Murano) and claimed to have no taxi money. I reluctantly
offered my bedroom floor but, sensing that something was off, told him that the only thing I was
interested in was sleeping.
When I returned to my bedroom after getting changed in my bathroom, he was stood in the middle
of my room in his underwear. I didn’t know what to say or do so I just got into my bed, threw a
blanket and pillow onto the floor for him and ignored him when he commented on how “hot” it
was that a girl had so many books in her room. After ten minutes, he began complaining that he
couldn’t sleep because the floor was too hard and the blanket I gave him was not warm enough.

Feeling guilty, I told him that he could share my bed. He was,
after all, a friend and a feminist.
“I think you’ll feel better if we do something,” is what he said when he did something that I didn’t
want him to do and I said no. Like many women feel in situations like that, 18-year-old me didn’t
know what to say or do – a soft no felt a lot easier and a lot less scary than a “get the fuck out of
my flat”.
“I’m on my period.” I thought that would do it. “I don’t mind,” he said in response, still doing things
I wasn’t comfortable with. I wasn’t asking if he minded – I was trying to tell him that I minded. “I
don’t want to have sex with you,” I said, not for the first time that night. He said again: “I really do
think you’ll feel better if we do something.”
I pretty much stopped speaking to him after that and left most of the many, many messages he
sent me unread. I just couldn’t believe how I could feel so violated and uncomfortable while he
could simultaneously, being the enlightened guy that he was, be so clueless as to what he’d done
wrong.
But I’m not the only student this has happened to. In an open call for women at Glasgow University
to come forward with their own stories of men invading what should be a safe space and being far
from the feminists they claim to be, a lot more students came forward than I expected.
“It seems now like more male students are calling themselves feminists than not, which is great
obviously, but not when they don’t stand by those principles,” one girl in her third year told me.
Another student doing a postgrad told me: “At least a handful of guys have made advances
towards me and made me feel guilty for not reciprocating; there genuinely seems to be a problem
with guys not understanding that coercion does not equal consent.” A fourth year student told me,
quite bluntly, “I think this is a huge issue at the QMU in particular because you just assume that
a lot of the male students there are allies, but when it comes to wanting to get with someone it’s
59

a different story. I still feel guilty for saying no to men even though I know I shouldn’t. Like it will
jeopardize the friendship.”
Seven out of the nine women I spoke to say that they’ve had experiences almost identical to
mine during their time studying at university. This raises an uncomfortable question we should all
consider:
What can we do, as a society and as a campus, to ensure that we hold men who self-identify as
feminists to the same standards, accountability and scrutiny as the ones who won’t? Time shouldn’t
only be “up” for the Trumps and Weinsteins among us – it should also be up for the deceptively
harmless, faux-feminist James Francos and Aziz Ansaris of the world who exist, undetected and
unafraid, on our campus.
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